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IN SENATE. 
Mownpay, December 8, 1834. 


The Hon. Messrs. Wesster of Massachu- 
setts, Waccaman of Louisiana, Prentiss of 
Vermont, Kine of Alabama, and Crayton of 
Delaware, appeared and took their seats. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 


ate acommunication from the Secretary of the 
Treasury, in relation to the construction of the 
bridge over the Potomac at the city of Wash- 
ington. 

Also, the report of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury relative to a reorganization of the Treasury 
Department. 

On motion of Mr. KANE, the reading of these 
communications was dispensed with, and they 
were ordered to be printed. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER also laid before 
the Senate a letter from the Secretary of the 
Treasury, communicating information of the 
quantity of scrip issued upon bounty land war- 
rants to the Virginia Continental line; which, 
on motion of Mr. Tyrer, was ordered to be 

rinted, with the accompanying documents. 

Also, another communication from the Treas- 
ury Department, relative to the case of Mary 
O’Sullivan; which, on motion of Mr. Kane, was 
ordered to be printed. 

Also, another communication from the Treas- 
ury Department, showing the amount of funds 
in the Treasury applicable to the erection of ma- 
rine hospitals, and the number of such hospitals 
in the United States; which, on motion of Mr. 
Sitspze, was ordered to be printed. 

CREDENTIALS OF MR. BUCHANAN. 

The VICE PRESIDENT also laid before the 
Senate a communication from Jacob Kern, pres- 
ident of the convention of the Legislature of Penn- 
sylvania, with a certificate of the election of James 
Bucuanan to represent that State in the Senate 


of the United States, to supply the vacancy occa- | 
sioned by the resignation of the Hon. Wiiu1aM | 


Wikins. 
CONTINGENT EXPENSES OF THE SENATE. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate a communication from the Secretary of the 
Senate, with a statement of the contingent ex- 
penses of the Senate for the past year, 

NOTICES OF BILLS. 

Mr. WEBSTER gave notice that, on to-mor- 
row, he would ask leave to introduce a bill to 
provide compensation to American citizens for 
spoliations on their commerce prior to 1800. 

Mr. TYLER eave notice that, on to-morrow, 
he would ask leave to introduce a bill authorizing 
a further issuing of scrip to holders of military 
bounty land warrants of the Virginia line. 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, gave notice that, on 


to-morcow, he would ask leave to introduce a bill || 


for the relief of Theodore Brightwell. 


Mr. TIPTON gave notice that, on to-morrow, | 
he would ask leave to introduce a bill for the || 


relief of Colonel Gad Humphreys. 


row, he would ask leave to introduce a bill au- 
thorizing a purchase, on the — of the United 
States, of the patent of Boyd 


be used in the Army and Navy. 

Mr. MOORE gave notice that, on to-morrow, 
he would ask leave to introduce a bill granting to 
the State of Alabama the two per cent. proceeds 
of the sales of public lands within the State, to 
be applied, as the General Assembly may provide, 
for the education of the children of those who are 
i circumstances too indigent to furnish means 
of educating them. 


NORTHERN BOUNDARY OF OHIO. 


The bill to settle and establish the northern 
Resindeny line sf the State of Ohio was taken 
up on its second reading, and, on motion of Mr. 
EWILNG, it was laid gt table. 


2 


THE CONG 


AND PUBLISHED AT THE CITY OF WASHI 


‘and if any money be necessary to complete the 


8, ( eilly, forapplying | 
certain irrespirable gases to the human body, to | 
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BILLS INTRODUCED. 
Mr. MOORE, on leave given, introduced a bill 


| for the relief of Samuel Smith, Lynn Magee, and | 


Semoise, Creek Indians; which was read a first | 
time, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. MOORE, on leave given, also introduced | 
a bill to authorize a relinquishment of the six- 
teenth sections, and the granting of other lands 
in lieu thereof, for the use of schools; which was 
read a first time, and ordered toa second reading. 

Also, a bill for the relief of Susan Marlow; 


' which was read a first time, and ordered to a 


second reading. 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, one thousand | 
seven hundred and fifty additional copies of the 
documents accompanying the President’s mes- 
sage were ordered to be printed. 


RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr. EWING submitted the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to transmit to the Senate a copy of any commu- 
nications received by him from the commissioners 
appointed by the States of Maryland, Pennsyl- 
vania, and Virginia, to receive portions of the 
Cumberland road lying within the limits of those 
States respectively, and tocrect toll-gates thereon; 


repairs of said road agreeably to the requirements | 
of laws of said States which have received the | 


assent of Cougress; and that he furnish an esti- | 
Also, that he inform the | 


mate of the amount, 
Senate what is the condition of the masonry on 
that road; and how many inches of metal have 
been put on that part of it which has been located 
anew, aud upon that part of it which lies between 
the Monongahela and Ohio rivers; and also what 
depth of metal is, in his opinion, necessary to 
make it a permanent and substantial road, upon 
the plan which has been adopted, in its repairs 
by the Department. 
Mr. EWING submitted the following: 
Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of War be directed 
to transmit to the Senate copies of all surveys and 
documents that are in his Department, relative to 
the improvement of the harbor at the mouth of 
the river Raisin, in the Territory of Michigaa. 


ELECTION OF COMMITTEES. 
Mr. SOUTHARD moved that on Wednesday 


next the Senate would proceed to the appointment 
of the standing committees. 

Mr. POINDEXTER suggested the postpone- 
ment of the day till Monday next, as the Senate 
was not very full, and as it was desirable to have 
a ful! attendance of members. 

| Mr. SOUTHARD had no objection, with a 

' view to consider the subject, that the motion he 
laid on the table, and moved to that effect: which 
was agreed to. 


HOUSE Of REPRESENTATIVES. . 
Monpar, December 8, 1834. 


The following standing committees were ap- 
pointed by the Speaker, pursuant to the osder of 


Mr. NAUDAIN gave notice that, on to-mor- | ‘h¢ House: 


Elections—Messrs. Claiborne, Griffin, Haw- 
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NGTON, 


| kins, Vanderpocl, Hannegan, Hard, Burns, | 


| Bouldin, Kilgore. 


Hubbard, Corwin. 
| Claims—Messrs. Whittlesey of Ohio, Barbour, 
Melntire, Gholson, Forester, Stoddert, Banks, 
Fulton, Miner. 

Comanerce—Messrs. Sutherland, Harperof New 
Hampshire, Pinckney, Heath, Pearce of Rhode 


\ Island, Gillet, Phillips, Johnson of Louisiana, | 


Morgan. 
Public Lands—Messrs. Clay, Boon, Slade, 


Ashley, Inge, Williams, Lincoln, Casey, Clay- | 


| ton. 

| Post Office and Post Reads—Messrs. Connor, 
| Kavanagh, Thomas of Louisiana, Briggs, Mur- 
i phy, Lane, Laporte, Hall of Maine, Schley. 


Ways and Means—Messrs. Polk, Wilde, Cam- | 
| breleng, McKim, Binney, Loyall, McKinley, | 


RESSIONAL GLOBE. 
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Vouiumr 2....No. 2. 
District cf Columbia—Messrs. Chinn, W. B. 
Shepard, McKennan, Allen of Virginia, Heister, 
Fillmore, King, Vanderpoel, Stecle. 
Judiciary— Messrs. Foster, Gordon, Beardsley, 


, Thomas of Maryland, Hardin, Parks, Pierce of 


New Hampshire, Robertson, Hamer. 

Revolutionary Claims— Messrs. Muhlenberg, 
Crane, Bates, Standefer, Marshall, Young, Bay- 
lies, Turrill, Kinnard. 

Public Expenditures—Messrs. Davenport, Lyon, 
Page, Clark of Pennsylvania, Tweedy, McLene, 
Jackson of Massachusetts, Hazeltine, Ferris. 

Private Land Claims— Messrs. Johnson of Ten- 
nessee, Mardis, Carr, Galbraith, Mann of New 
York, Bull, Chambers, Davis of Kentucky, May. 

Manufactures—Messrs. Adams of Massachu- 
setts, Denny, Dickerson of New Jersey, Mar- 
tindale, McComas, Osgood, Clowney, Cramer, 
Jackson of Connecticut. 

Agriculture—Messrs. Bockee, Taylor of Vir- 
ginia, [lathaway, Barnitz, Bean, Dunlap, Clow- 
ney, Turner, Beaty. 

Indian Affairs—Messrs. Gilmer, McCarty, Ev- 
erett of Vermont, Graham, Allen of Ohio, Dick- 
inson of Tennessee, Howell, Love of Kentucky, 
Grennell. P 

Military Affairs— Messrs. Johnson of Ken- 
tucky, Vance, Speight, Ward, Thompson, Cof- 
fee, Bunch, McKay, Anthony. 

Naval Affairs—Messrs. White of New York, 
Milligan, Watmough, Lansing, Reed, Grayson, 
Parker, Smith, Wise. 

Foreign Affairs—Messrs. Wayne, Everett of 
Massachusetts, Hall of North Carolina, Coulter, 
Jarvis, Pierson, Patton, Letcher, Peyton. 

Territories—Messrs. Allan of Kentucky, Potts, 
Jounson of New York, Wilson, Jones of Ohio, 
Ewing, Gamble, Cage, Trumbull. 

Revolutionary Pensions— Messrs. Wardwell, 
Barringer, Tomkins, Moore of Virginia, Lea of 
Tennessee, William K, Fuller, Fowler, Bell, Lay. 

Invalid Pensions—Messrs. Miller, Beale, Ad- 
ams of New York, Schenck, Chilton, Chaney, 
Mitchell of Ohio, Brown of New York, Janes. 

Roads and Canals—Messrs. Mercer, Blairy, Vin- 
ton, Stewart, Rencher, Johnson of Maryland, 
Lucas, Pope, Reynolds. 

Revisal and Unfinished Business— Messrs. Dick- 
son, Elarrison, McVean, Shinn, Taylor of New 
York. 

“Iccounts—Messrs. Mann of Pennsylvania, Lee 
of New Jersey, Mitchell of New York, Crockett, 
Osgood. 7 

The following Standing Committees of the 
House, appointed at the last session, remain 
through the Congress: 

On Expenditures in Department of State—Messrs. 
Augustine H. Shepperd, Day, Beaumont, Bodle, 
Patterson. 

On Expenditures in Department of the Treasury— 
Messrs. Allen of Vermont, Philo C. Fuller, Har- 
- a Pennsylvania, Spangler, Clark of New 

ork, 

On Expenditures in Department of War— Messrs. 
Whittlesey of New York, Deberry, Chambers, 
Webster, hag 

On Expenditures in D t of the Navy— 
Messrs. Hall of Maine, Huntington, Ramsay, 

Sra, Van Houten. - p 
n Expenditures in Department of Post Office 
| Messrs. Hawes, Fulton, Burns, ee Lay. 

On Expenditures on Public Buildings—Mesers. 
| Whallon, Darlington, Brown, Henderson, Hard. 


NEW MEMBERS QUALIFIED. 


R. J. Mawnwine and Francis W. Pickens, 
elected to fill vacancies in the South Carolina 
delegation, appeared, were qualified, and took 
their seats. 


i} PETITIONS, MEMORIALS, ETC. 


Petitions and memoria!s were presented by— 

Messrs. JARVIS and McINTIRE, of Maine; 

| Messrs. HUBBARD, BEAN, and HARPER, 
of New Hampshire; 

1 Messrs. ADAMS, BATES, and EVERETT, 

'| of Massachusetts; : 


eee 


ge ee ee 


i Fae © 


re: eee tc 


LE jpg Spd PS i a ON a ie 


eT ee 


ar 


eo pen 


“Mr. BARBER, of Connecticut; | 
Mr. PEARCE, of Rhode Island; 





be appointed on the part of this House, who, to- 
gether with three persons to be appointed on the 


Messrs. WARDWELL, FILLMORE, HAL- || part of the Senate, shall direct the expenditure 
SEY, BEARDSLEY, WARD, and MANN, of || of the money appropriated for the Library of 


New York; 

(Mr. Warp presented the petition of Jonathan 
Ward, Samuel Young,and William A. Weaver.) | 

Mr. PARKER, of New Jersey; 

Messrs CHAMBERS, SUTHERLAND, and 
BEAUMONT, of Pennsylvania; 

Mr. HEATH, of Maryland; 


Messrs. CHINN, PATTON, LOYALL, and | 


GHOLSON, of Virginia; 

Mr. WAYNE, of Georgia; 
Messrs. POPE, MARSHALL, LYON, 
JOHNSON, and LETCHER, of Kentucky; 

(Mr. Pore presented a petition of numerous | 
cituzens of Louisville, Kentucky, praying for the | 
establishment of a district court at that place; | 
which was referred to the Committee on the Judi- | 
ciary. 

Also, the petition of Joseph Chilton and others, 
which was anc 

Mr. VINTON, of Ohio; 

Mr. GARLAND and JOHNSON, of Louis- 


iana; 


| 


| 
Mr. CAGE, of Mississippi; | 
Messrs. CLAY and MARDIS, of Alabama; | 
{Mr. Cray presented the memorial of the Ten- || 
nessee canal commissioners, for the construction | 
of acanal around the Muscle Shoals, setting forth 
the progress already made in that work, and the | 
necessity for a further appropriation to complete 
the same, which they request shall be made; | 
which was referred to the Committee on Roads | 
and Canals. 
Mr. C. also presented the petition of Isaac ] 
| 





Wellborn, Jr., praying the passage of an act to 
confirm his title to a tract of land; which was 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. C, also presented the petition of John Me- | 
Cartney, praying compensation for property de- | 
stroyed, or carried off Indian territory, by United | 
States troops; which was referred to the Com- | 
mittee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. Marois presented the petition of sundry | 
citizens of Pickens and Sumpter, praying for a | 
repeal of so much of the existing preémption | 
laws as restricts the rights of occupants to convey | 
their lands, &c.; which petition was referred to | 
the Committee on Public Lands. } 

Mr. ASHLEY, of Missouri; 

(Mr. Asuey presented the petition of Mary | 
MeNair, praying remuneration for Indian depre- | 
dations; 

The petition of Thomas Bazzell, praying remu- 
neration for a horse lost in the service of the 
United States; 

The peution of James Ruby, praying a dona- 
tion of land; which were referred.] 


Mr. WHITE, of Florida. 


RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED. 


The following resolution, submitted on Thurs- 
day by Mr. Warpwe t, was taken up: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be | 





| be 


it was 





directed to report to this House the amount ex- 
pended in erecting the ship-house at Navy Point, | 
in the county of Jefferson, and State of New | 
York, and the expense of keeping the same in 
repair. Also, the like information in relation to | 
the vessel built and lately sold at Storr’s harbor, 
in said county, and the amount of compensation | 
allowed to the officer or officers, personor persons, | 
who have from time to time had charge of the 
same. Also, the reasons, if any exist, for the 
further preservation of the vessel and ship-house 
at Navy Point. Also, that he report the amount 
heretofore paid for the use and occupation of the | 
land now belonging to the heirs of Henry Eck- 
ford, deceased, at Navy Point and Storr’s harbor, 
on which the vessels New Orleans and Chippewa 
were built, and also the terms of any contract | 
which may have been made with the Government, 
or its authorized agent, for the use and occupa- 





tion of such land. 
Mr. WHITE moved the followingamendment, | 


|| consist of one member from each State. 


Congress. 


On motion of Mr. CLAYTON, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 
Means inquire into the expediency of establishing 
a branch of the Mint in some central position of 
what is denominated the Gold Region, lying be- 
tween the States of Virginia and Alabama. 

On motion of Mr. JARVIS, it was 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed whose 
duty it shall be to consider all matters referred to 


|| them touching the public grounds and buildings 


in the city of Washington, with leave to report 
by bill or otherwise. . 
On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, it was 
Resolved, That the Committee on Revolution- 
ary Pensions be instructed to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of providing by law for the publication, 
semi-annually, in those newspapers printed in the 


ee States, which from their location ar 
1 


vest calculated to give information, and whic 


| shall be designated for that — by the Sec- 


retary of War, for the time being, the names and 
the residence of all those persons represented to be 
living in said States, who are on the rolls of the 
invalid and revolutionary pensioners and annui- 
tants, under the several acts of Congress. 


On motion of Mr. PEARCE, of Rhode Island, 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Of- 
fice and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into 


the expediency of establishing a post route from | 


Wickford, in the State of Rhode Island, to New- 


| port, in the same State, by the most direct course 
from one place to the other. 


REVENUE ON IMPORTED MERCHANDISE. 


Mr. BEATY moved the following resolution; 
which was read, and laid upon the table for one 
day: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be requested to send to this House the aggre- 
gate amount of revenue collected on imported 
merchandise, tonnage, &c., in each State of this 
Union, for the year 1833. 


WEST POINT ACADEMY. | 


Mr. HAWES offered the following resolution: | 

Resolved, That a select committee, consisting | 
of one member from each State, be appointed, | 
with power to inquire into the expediency of 
ame eding the laws relating to the Military Acad- 
emy at West Point, in the State of New York, | 
or whether it would not comport with the pub- 
lic interests to abolish said institution. 


Mr. CLAYTON hoped that this inquiry would | 
not bedenied. Animpression had gone abroad, | 
that this institution was a nursery for the sons 
of members of Congress, and the rich. If this 
impression was true, it ought to be abolished. | 


Its benefits were said to be extended to the fa- || 


vored few, to the exclusion of the sons of poor 
soldiers and officers. He would not say that these 
charges were true; but the suspicions which were | 


in circulation demanded that a full inquiry into || 


the subject should be made. 
*Mr. HAWES remarked, that the rumors | 
referred to by the gentlemanfrom Georgia [Mr. 
Crayton] demanded this inquiry. The minds of 
his constituents were made up on this subject, | 
and he believed the constituents of other gentle- 
men felt a deep solicitude in relation to it. The 
institution has been held up as pure by its friends; | 
and he trusted that no gentleman who had abused | 
the Bank of the United States, because a full in- 
quiry was denied to a committee of this House, | 
would oppose the investigation proposed in the 
resolution. 
Mr. PARKER moved to amend the resolution, | 


| by striking out so much as related to abolishing | 


the Academy; and also that the committee should | 
Hasug- | 
gested that a select committee composed of a 


| refuted." The Committee on Military Affairs 


which was accepted by Mr. Warpwett; and thus || more limited number would be sufficient, and that | 
amended, the resolution was agreed to: | the clause in relation to the abolishment of the in- | 
** And any other information in possession of || stitution was unnecessary, as, upon the report of 
the Department relative thereto.”’ | the committe, the House could take such steps | 
On motion of Mr. EVERETT, of Massachu- || as the facts disclosed might render proper. 
setts, it was | Mr. SPEIGHT was in favor of the amendment, | 
Resolved, ‘That a comumittce of three members |! so far as regarded the abolishment of the Acad- | 


} 
' 
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/emy. Heconsidered the inquiry necessary, and, if 


the rumors afloat were true, the institution should 
be abolished. The commitiee would, however 

have it in their power to recommend such a meas. 
ure, if the facts warranted it. He was in favor of 
a large committee, and agreed with the gentleman 
from Kentucky, [Mr. Hawes,] that those who 
favored the investigation of the affairs of the Bank 
of the United States ought not to oppose the con- 


|templated inquiry. It was true, the subject had 
heretofore been referred to the Commitee op 


Military Affairs; but complaint had been made, 
that, in consequence of a majority of that commit- 


| tee being in favor of the West Point Academy, a 


full investigation into its affairs had not taken 
place. He considered the present a simple mat- 
ter of inquiry, and he trusted all objection to its 
adoption would be withdrawn. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Kentucky, said, that the 
Committee on Military Affairs, at the last session, 
after a thorough investigation, had made a full 


report on this subject, but, owing to the press of 
_ business, he did not believe that ten members of 


the House were either aware of this fact, or had 
read the report. He was sorry at all times to 
interpose any objection to motions made by his 
colleague; but he was not in favor of abandoning 
the usual practice of referring subjects which 
saacuneietie belonged to the standing commit- 
tees to select committees. As regarded the prop- 
osition to raise a select committee, to consist of 


'so large a number, it was unusual; and im the 


favor of this Academy. 


course of a long service in Congress he did not 
recollect that such a course had been adopted on 
more than one or two occasions. He had no 
objection to a select committee of seven or nine 
members. It had been suggested that a majority 
of the Committee on Military Affairs were in 
If so, they could be 
instructed by the House. In relation to the 


/ rumors which had been referred to, he knew 
nothing of them, and regarded all rumors as the 


| better acquainted with the subject. 


| the military defense as the other. 
| rumors injurious to the institution were in cir- 


| objections would cease. 





| 


idle wind. He was satisfied the fullest investi- 
gation would resultin nothing prejudicial to those 
who conducted the Academy, and that the greater 


| the scrutiny into its affairs, it would be the more 
approved b 


the American people. 
Mr. WILLIAMS said, that an inquiry might 


| as properly be made as to the propriety of abol- 


ishing the Army. One was just as essential to 


If, however, 


culation, it was proper that they should be in- 
quired into. Jf true, and abuses existed, they 
should be corrected. If untrue, they should be 


was the proper one to make this investigation. 
That committee was technically and practically 
He doubted 
whether the present rule for the admission of 
persons into this Academy was a good one; and 
if this was changed, it was probable that all 
He would vote for the 
resolution in any shape; but viewing the Militar 
Committee as the proper one to make the investi- 
gation, he moved to amend the resolution by so 
referring it. 

Mr. BROWN hoped the amendment of the 

entleman from North Carolina would prevail. 
He was the friend of the Military Academy, and 
he sincerely hoped that no one entertaining sim- 
ilar sentiments would throw any obstacle in the 
way ofa full, free, and searching inquiry into its 
utility, and the administration of its affairs. 
select committee of one member from each State, 
would look at the institution standing separate and 
alone, and unconnected with the Army, of which 
it was most certainly a very essential part. It 
was, in fact, the foundation upon which, ina great 
measure, rested one system of public defense, and 
it should be regarded and examined in connection 
with the whole subject. It, therefore, properly 
belonged to the Committee on Military Affairs, 
which was raised by the rules of the House for 
the express purpose of investigating all questions 
of a military character. He should, therefore, 

refer to have the inquiry made by that committee. 

he Military Academy was a national institution, 
and if there was any question or doubt in the 
public mind as to the propriety of its future exist- 
ence, the very best 7 to remove all such doubts 
was to make public all the light and information 
which can be obtained upon the subject. He had 
supposed that it had been fully investigated. The 
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Military Committee, of which the honorable gen- 
tleman from Kentucky (Mr. Jonnson] was chair- 
man, had submitted at the last session a most able 
and elaborate report upon the nature and character 
of the institution at West Point; and he could 
hardly believe that any unprejudiced mind could 
rise from the perusal of that report without a per- 
fect conviction of the utility and necessity of a) 
military school for the instruction of our officers 
in the elements of military science. If, however, 
gentlemen desired a further investigation, and | 
another report, he hoped no friend of the academy 
would interpose the slightest opposition. _ | 
Mr. HARDIN considered this institution as | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| 


| 


| He would furnish him and 


essentially necessary to the military defense as | 


the arm is to the body. There was no specific 
charge alleged against it, and unless that was the 
case, he believed the proposed investigation un- 
called for. If there was any blame in regard to | 
the appointment of cadets, it rested with members 
of Congress, as their recommendations for their | 

articular States were generally confirmed by the 
Executive Department. He concluded by mov- 
ing to lay the resolution and amendments on the | 
table. 

The question was then taken upon laying the 
resolution on the table; and decided in the nega- | 
tive—yeas 19, nays 190; as follows: 

Yt&AS—Messrs. Chilton Allan, Archer, Ash- 


resolution, because as 
t 
legation. One of the near relations of that gentle- 
man (who was wealthy) had been appointed a 
cadet 1n this institution, to the exclusion of other 
worthy and indigent youths. 

Mr. MANN, of New York, was in favor of 
the proposed inquiry. At the same time he 
wished it extended a little further—to make it as 
extensive as possible. He had no doubt of the 
maladministration in the West Point Academy. 


for the Army. He was in favor of the general 
a ee g 
principles of the institution, but was opposed to 


| its abuses. But he wished this inquiry extended 


| to another branch of the service. 
offer an amendment abolishing the office of Com- | 


| 


He wished to 


mander-in-Chief of the Army. 

The SPEAKER reminded the gentleman that 
such an amendment was not now in order, there 
being then pending an amendment to an amend- 
ment. 

Mr. MANNresumed. He would propose bis 


| amendment at the proper time. He would, how- 


| ever, remark, that the 


pa » rations, &c., of the 


Commander-in-Chief of the Army, was under- 


|| or six thousand dollars to qualify a young man || 


specific was alleged. '| York will withdraw his amendment, and propose 
e House a specific al- |, 


| support. 
| not 


| ** Commander-in-Chief.”’ 


19 








his desired investigation in a distinct resolution, 
I pledge him that my vote shall be given in its 
As it is now presented, | trust it will 
e adopted. 

Mr. WISE remarked, that under the Constitu- 
tion, the President of the United States was the 
He desired to know 
whether it was the object of the gentleman from 


| New York to abolish the office of President? 
' He understood it cost the Government some five | 





| 


Mr. MANN. By no means. The person to 
whom he alluded had assumed the cognomen of 
‘*Commander-in-Chief;”’ and if the gentleman 
from Virginia would suggest a more proper term, 
he would adopt it. He was not in favor of abol- 
ishing the office of President, although some gen- 
tlemen might think it expedient. 


Mr. WISE suggested the term ‘ General-in- 


1] Chief,’’ which was accepted as a modification; 
|| when the amendment was rejected. 


The original resolution was then adopted by 


|| the following vote: 


| stood to be about $10,000. He was friendly to | 


ley, Samuel Clark, Evans, Edward Everett, | 


Gorham, Heister, Jarvis, Richard M. Johnson, 
Lové, Manning, Phillips, Vance, Vinton, Ward, | 
Wardwell, Whallon, and Wilde—19. 
NAYS—Messrs. John Quincy Adams, John | 
Adams, William Allen, Heman Allen, Banks, | 
Barber, Barnitz, Barringer, Bates, Baylies, Beale, | 
Bean, Beardsley, Beaty, Beumont, Bell, Binney, 
Blair, Bockee, Briggs, Brown, Bull, Bunch, Burd, 
Burns, Cage, Cambreleng, Campbell, Carmichael, | 
Carr, Casey, Chambers, Chaney, Chilton, Chinn, | 
Claiborne, 
ney, Coffee, Connor, Corwin, Cramer, Crane, 
Crockett, Darlington, Amos Davis, Davenport, 


Day, Deberry, Dickson, Dickerson, Dickinson, || 


Dunlap, Horace Everett, Ewing, Ferris, Fill- 
more, Forester, Foster, Fowler, Philo C. Fuller, 
William K. Fuller, Fulton, Galbraith, Gamble, 
Gholson, Gillet, Gilmer, Gordon, Graham, Gray- 
son, Grennell, Joseph Hall, Hiland Hall, Thomas 
H. Hall, Halsey, Hamer, Hannegan, Hard, 
Hardin, Joseph M. Harper, James Harper, Har- 
rison, Hathaway, Hawkins, Hawes, Hazeltine, 
Heath, Henderson, Howell, Hubbard, Hun- | 
tington, Inge, Ebenezer Jackson, Janes, Noa- 
diah Johnson, Cave Johnson, Henry Johnson, | 





Benjamin Jones, Kavanagh, Kilgore, King, || 
aporte, Lay, Luke | 


Kinnard, Lane, Lansing, 
Lea, Thomas Lee, Letcher, Lewis, 
Loyall, Lyon, Abijah Mann, Joel K. Mann, | 


Marundale, Marshall, Mardis, John Y. Mason, \| not counted. 
Moses Mason, McCarty, McComas, Mclntire, || 
McKay, McKim, McKinley, McLene, McVean, | that part of the inquiry in 
Miller, Miner, Henry Mitchell, Robert Mitchell, || ency of abolishing the W 


Moore, Morgan, Muhlenberg, Murphy, Osgood, 
Page, Parks, Parker, Patton, Patterson, Dutee 


this officer; but he was unwilling that he should 
receive a compensation so disproportionate to 


| that of other officers, and which greatly exceeded 


the salaries paid to the heads of Departments. 
The SPEAKER reminded the gentleman that 
he was indulging in a course of remarks not 
then in order. 
Mr. MANN continued. 
mediate question before the House, he would, in 


general, prefer sending subjects to the appropri- 


| ate standing committees. 
been suggested that the Military Committee had | 
prejudged the case, he had no objection to a select | 
|| committee, but preferred a smaller number than | 


illiam Clark, Clay, Clayton, Clow- |; 


| a former session. 


| tee would 


| proposed by the original resolution. 


here 


|| thorough examination, and reported the result to 
| the House. 


The amendment of Mr. Wiiuiams was then 
disagreed to—yeas 76, nays 98. 

The question recurred on Mr. Parxer’s motion 
to amend. 

A division of the question being called for, it 





| select committee; which was lost—a 


The remainder of the amendment, to strike out 
relation to the expedi- 
est Point Academy, was 
| also negatived. 


| Mr. 


ANN, of New Yo 


J. Pearce, Peyton, Pickens, Franklin Pierce, || to the resolution the following amendment: 


Pierson, Pinckney, Polk, Pope, Potts, Ramsay, 
Reed, Rencher, Reynolds, Robertson, Sehodneles 
Schley, Augustine i. Shepperd, Shinn, Slade, 
Sloane, Smith, Spangler, Speight, Standifer, 
Steele, Sutherland, William Taylor, William P. 


Taylor, Philemon Thomas, Thompson, Tomp- | 


kins, Trumbull, Turner, Turrill, Tweedy, Van 
Houten, Wagener, Watmough, Wayne, 
Frederick Whittlesey, Williams, Wise, and 
Young—190. 

Mr. 
the Committee on Military Affairs, (Mr. Jounson 
of Kentucky,) and there was mo man on earth that 
he would sooner trust. He had as much confidence 


of the House; but the subject was one of so much 
importance, that he thought each State should 
have a voice init. Ifthe gentleman from New 


hite, | 


| 


|| gentleman from New York. 2 suad 
AWES knew but perhaps one member of || that both subjects merit the careful investigation 
|| of this House. 


| ** And that said committee be also instructed to 


|| inquire into the expediency of abolishing’the of- 
‘| fice of Major General Commanding-in-Chief, and | 
|| apportioning more equitably the pay, rations, anp || 
eneral officers of the Army.”’ 

he was entirely in favor of | 
both the proposition contained in the original 


emoluments of the 


Mr. SMITH sai 


resolution of the and 





In relation to the im- 1 
|| Hall, Thomas H. Hall, Hamer, 


As, however, it had || Joseph M. Harper, James Harper, Harrison, 


Mr. WARD was a member of the Military | 
|| Committee which had investigated the subject at 
If it was again to be inquired | 
'| into, he would prefer a select committee. 
being no specific charges, the Military Commit- | 
ave no new ground of inquiry; and | 
| they had already given to the subject the most 


| 
| 


| 


| 





| 


| McKay, McK 





incoln, || was first put upon limiting the number of the | 
yes 73, noes | 
} 


rk, then moved to add | 


| 





i 


i! 


‘| that by 
|, difficult 


York, [Mr. Brown,] in whose district this institu- | 


tion is located, is so well satisfied that everything | 


is right, 


aa, to the Committee on Military Affairs? It 
a 


abolish the academy. This was a mistake. It | 


merely pepo an inquiry into its management, 
t 


which might or might not eventuate in a recom- 


mendation that it should be abolished. One of 


his colleagues (Mr. Harpiy] was adverse to the || ing them together. If the gentleman from New 





upon b 
been supposed that the resolution proposed to | 


pane from ey 

the proposition of the amendment offered by the | 
He was persuaded 
But (said Mr. S.) I am opposed 


to connecting them, as I believe they will but 


: || embarrass each other, and perhaps defeat the in- | 
in the Military Committee as any other committee || 


osed investigation in relation | 
toeach. It must be apparent to every geen, 
connecting these subjects, the labors and 
ies incident to the investigation will be 
possibly, if not probably, so much increased, as 


tention of the prop 


| to prevent our having a report made at all, or if | 
why is he so anxious again to refer the | 


at all, at too late a period to be definitely acted | 
Aes House during the present short ses- 
sion. 


hile, therefore, I am in favor of the | 
proposition of the gentleman from New York, in | 
favor of each of the propositions made for inves- | 


| tigation, and as much in respect to the one as to | 


the other, | am constrained to vote against join- 


| 





YEAS — Messrs. John Quincy Adams, John 
Adams, Heman Allen, William Allen, Archer, 
Banks, Barber, Barringer, Bates, Baylies, Beale, 
Bean, Beardsley, Beaty, Beaumont, Bell, Blair, 
Bouldin, Briggs, Brown, Bull, Bunch, Burd, 
Burns, Cambreleng, Campbell, Carmichael, Carr, 
Casey, Chambers, Chaney, Chilton, Claiborne, 


|| William Clark, Clay, Clayton, Clowney, Coffee, 
|| Connor, Corwin, 


rane, Crockett, Darlington, 
Amos Davis, Davenport, Day, Deberry, Dicker- 
son, Dickinson, Dunlap, Evans, Horace Everett, 
Ewing, Fillmore, Forester, Foster, Fowler, Philo 
C. Fuller, William K. Fuller, Galbraith, Gamble, 
Garland, Gholson, Gillet, Gilmer, Gordon, Gra- 
ham, Grayson, Grennell, Joseph Hall, Hiland 

ie eenenn Hard, 


Hawkins, Hawes, Heath, Henderson, Hieater, 
Hubbard, Huntington, Inge, William Jackson, 
Ebenezer Jackson, Janes, Noadiah Johnson, Cave 
Johnson, Henry Johnson, Benjamin Jones, Kav- 
anah, Kilgore, King, Kinnard, Lane, Lansing, 
Laporte, Lay, Luke Lea, Thomas Lee, Lewis, 
Loyall, Lyon, Abijah Mann, Joel K. Mann, Mar- 
tindale, Marshall, Mardis, John Y. Mason, Moses 
Mason, May, McCarty, McComas, McIntire, 
im, McKinley, McLene, McVean, 
Miller, Milligan, Miner, Henry Mitchell, Robert 
Mitchell, Moore, Morgan, Muhlenberg, Murphy, 
Osgood, Page, Parks, Patton, Patterson, Dutee 
J. Pearce, Franklin Pierce, Peyton, Pickens, 
Pierson, Pinckney, Polk, Pope, Ramsay, Reed, 
Rencher, Reynolds, Robertson, Schenck, Schley, 
William B. Shepard, Augustine H. Shepperd, 
Shinn, Slade, Sloane, Smith, Spangler, Speight, 
Standifer, Steele, Sutherland, William aylor, 
William P. Taylor, Philemon Thomas, Thomp- 
son, Tompkins, Trumbull, Turner, Turrill, 
Tweedy, joven Van Houten, Wagener, 
Wayne, White, Frederick Whittlesey, Williams, 
Wise, and Young—181. 

NAYS—Messrs. Chilton Allan, Ashley, Bar- 
nitz, Bockee, Samuel Clark, Cramer, Dickson, 
Edward Everett, Ferris, Halsey, Hardin, Hath- 
away, Hazeltine, Howell, Jarvis, Richard M. 


| Johnson, Love, Manning, Parker, Phillips, 


Vance, Vinton, Ward, Wardwell, Whallon, and 
W ilde—27. 


PAY OF THE NAVY. 


On motion of Mr. WATMOUGH, the bill reg- 
ulating the pay of the Navy of the United States 
was made the special order of the day for to-mor- 
row week. 


REORGANIZATION OF THE TREASURY. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, inclosing a 
report, made in pursuance of a resolution of the 

ouse at its last session, in relation to the reor- 
ganization of the Treasury Department. 

Mr. WAYNE moved to refer the report to-a 
select committee of nine; which was agreed to; 
and, on motion of the same gentleman, five thou- 
sand extra copies were ordered to be printed. 

BALANCES DUE THE GOVERNMENT. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House 
two communications from the First Comptroller 
of the Treasury, containing a list of balances due 
to the Government; which\ were laid on the table. 


On motion of Mr. BRIGGS, the House then 
adjourned. 


— 
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IN SENATE. 
Tuespar, December 9, 1834. 

A joint resolution was received from the House 
of Representatives, by Mr. Frawkuin, their Clerk, 
for the appointment of Chaplains of different de- | 
nominations, to officiate during the session; | 
which, 

On motion of Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN, was 
concurred in. 

Also a joint resolution for the appointment of | 
a Joint Library Committee; which, 

On motion of Mr. ROBBINS, was concurred 
in 


The Senate then proceeded to ballot for the | 
committee on their part; when it appeared that 
Mr. Rozssins, Mr. Poinpexter, and Mr. Biss, 
were chosen. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. WEBSTER, in pursuance of notice, and 
on leave given yesterday, introduced a bill to 
eno satisfaction for certain American citizens 
or spoliations on their commerce, prior to Sep- 
tember 30, 1800. 

On motion of Mr. W., the bill received its first 
reading, for the purpose of reference to a select 
committee. 

On balloting for the committee, it appeared 
that Mr. Wepster, Mr. Prentiss, Mr. Pres- 
ron, Mr. Suerrey, and Mr. Gronpy, were 
chosen. 


Mr. KING, of Alabama, on leave given, intro- 
duced a biil for the relief of anakens Bright- 
well; which was read the first time, and ordered 
to a second reading. 


Mr. TIPTON, on leave given, introduced a 
bill for the relief of Colonel Gad Humphreys; 
which was read the first time, and ordered to a 
second reading. 


Mr. MOORE, in pursuance of notice, intro- | 
duced a bill for the relief of Eli Robinson; which 
was read the first time, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. TYLER, in pursuance of notice given 
yesterday, asked and obtained leave to introduce 
a bill authorizing a further issuing of scrip to 
holders of military bounty-land warrants; which | 
was read the first time, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. MOORE, in pursuance of notice, intro- 
duced a bill for the relief of Elijah Simmons; 
which was read the first time, oad ordered to a 
second reading. 


Mr. NAUDAIN, in pursuance of notice, intro- 
duced a bill authorizing the purchase of Boyd 
Reilley’s patent apparatus for applying the irres- 
pirable gases to the human body, to be used in 
the Army and Navy of the United States; which 
was read the first ume, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

NOTICES OF BILLS. 


Mr. TIPTON also gave notice that on to-mor- 
row he would ask leave to introduce a bill for 
the relicf of Hiram A. Hunter, of Indiana. 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, gave notice that on 
to-morrow he would ask leave to introduce a bill 
to provide for the better organization of the 
United States district court of Alabama. 

Mr. SILSBEE gave notice that on to-morrow 
he would ask leave to introduce a bill to exempt 
certain merchandise from the operation of duties 
imposed by the tariff of 1828. 

Mr. SOOTHARD gave notice that on to-mor- 
row he would ask leave to introduce several bills 
on naval subjects, which had been reported at 
the last session. 

Mr. TYLER gave notice that on to-morrow 
he would ask leave to introduce a bill to omit 
the duties on all locomotive steam engines in- 
tended for railroads, and upon parts of such en- 
gines and wheels for railroad cars, with their 
necessary appendages imported, or which may 
be ordered prior to 4th of March next. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr. TIPTON submitted the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce | 
be imstrucied to inquire into the expediency of | 
establishing a port of entry at the townof Latay- || 
eile, on the Wabash. | 


Mr. SILSBEE presented a memorial praying || 


| compensation for spoliations upon American | 
; which was referred to || 
‘|| Mr. SEVIER, of Arkansas Territory. 


| 
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commerce prior to ] 
the seleet committee chosen on that subject. 
The following resolution, submitted yesterday 
by Mr. Ewine, was considered and adopted: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of War be di- 
rected to transmit to the Senate a copy of any 
communications received by him from the com- 
missioners appointed by the States of Maryland, 
Pennsylvania, and Virginia, to receive portions 
of the Cumberland road lying within the limits 
of those States respectively, and to erect toll-gates 
thereon; and if any money be necessary to com- 
plete the repairs of said road agreeably to the 
requirements of laws of said States which have 
received the assent of Congress; and that he fur- 
nish an estimate of the amount. Aiso, that he 
inform the Senate what is the condition of the 
masonry on that road; and how many inches 
of metal have been put on that part of it which 
has been located anew, and upon that part of it 
which lies between the Monongahela and Ohio 


| rivers; and also, what a of metal is, in his 


opmion, necessary to make it a permanent and 
substantial road, upon the plan which has been 
adopted, in its repairs by the Department. 

Mr. BENTON submitted the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be directed to communicate to the Senate any cor- 
respondence with the Bank of the United States 
on the subject of the branch drafts, and dividends 
withheld, not heretofore communicated. Also, 
to inform the Senate whether the Directors on 
the part of the Government have been refused 
access to the books and accounts of the institu- 
tion. 

Mr. Ewrne’s resolution, relative to the im- 
provement of the harbor of the river Raisin, sub- 
mitted yesterday, was also adopted. 

SAMUEL SMITH AND OTHERS. 

The bill for the relief of Samuel Smith, and 
other Indians, was read a second time, and, 

On motion, of Mr. MOORE, it was referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

SCHOOL LANDS. 

The bill authorizing the relinguishment of the 
sixteenth sections and granting other lands in lieu 
thereof for the use of schools, was read the sec- 
ond time, and, 

On motion of Mr. MOORE, it was referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 


SUSAN MARLOW. 


The bill for the relief of Susan Marlow was 
read the second time, and, 


On metion of Mr. MOORE, it was referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 


ate a letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
with a statement relative to the Bank of the 
United States and the deposit banks of the past 
year; which, 

On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, was ordered to 
be printed, together with the accompanying doc- 


|} uments. 


The Senate then adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvespayr, December 9, 1834. 


Petitions and memorials were presented by— 

Messrs. LINCOLN, ADAMS, and JACK- 
SON, of Massachusetts; 

Mr. WARD, of New York; 

Messrs. BANKS, MUHLENBERG, BURD, 
and KING, of Pennsylvania; 

Messrs. ARCHER, BOULDIN, GORDON, 
and CLAIBORNE, of Virginia; 

Mr. CLAYTON, of Georgia; 

Messrs. POPE, JOHNSON, and ALLAN, of 


| Kentucky: 


_ [Mr. Pore presented the petition of the admin- 
istrators of Lieutenant Elliott. Also, the petition 
of the heir of Lieutenant Townes. Also, the 


| petition of the heirs of Samuel Smith—all praying 


for commutation pay; which were referred. } 
Messrs. BLAIR and DUNLAP, of Tennessee; 
Mr. CRANE, of Ohio; 
Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana; 


December 9, 


‘Mr. MARDIS, of Alabama; 
Mr. ASHLEY, of Missouri; 


The said petitions were severally referred to the 
appropriate committees. 

On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Kentucky, 
from the Commitice on Military Affairs, several 
bills emanating from said committee were ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. CHILTON rose and said, it would be ree- 
ollected that, at the last session, a resolution had 
been adopted, on his motion, after a protracted 
discussion, directing an inquiry into the propri- 
ety of compensating the remnant of that band of 
revolutionary patriots who were engaged in pro- 
tecting the bento’ from the year 1782 to the 
treaty of Greenville, in 1795. The committee, 
under the resolution, had reported a bill which 
remained unacted upon. Hispresent object was 
to move that the Committee of the Whole be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the bill 
referred to, and that it be committed to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. If 
these venerated worthies were to receive anything 
for their services and toils, and if their last mo- 
ments were to be soothed by any substantial token 
of their country’s gratitude, speedy action was 
necessary to effect so desirable an object. He 
accordingly made the motion indicated. 

Mr. WARDWELL moved to amend the mo- 
tion by adding to it the billextending the provis- 
ions of the act supplementary to the act making 
appropriations for the relief of the surviving offi- 
cers and soldiers of the Revolution. 

Mr. CHILTON accepted the amendmentas a 
modification of his motion; and thus amended, 
the motion prevailed— yeas 81, nays 74. 


REPORT ON THE FINANCES. 


On motion of Mr. POLK, the reports of the 
Secretary of the Treasury on the state of the 
finances, and the seal appropriations neces- 
sary for the year 1835, were referred to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. 

' On motion of Mr. CROCKETT, the bill to 
amend an actentitled ** An act authorizing the 
State of Tennessee to issue grants and perfect 
titles to certain lands therein described, and to 
settle the claims to the vacant and unappropriated 
land within the same,’’ passed 18th April, 1806, 
was made the special order of the day for to-mor- 
row week. 


RESOLUTIONS. 


On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Kentucky, 
it was ; 

Pesolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
making a further appropriation to satisfy Virginia 
military land warrants. 

On motion of Mr. BEATY, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and 
Canals be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
/ency of making a further appropriation to con- 
tinue the improvement of the navigation of the 
, Cumberland river. 


On motion of Mr. THOMAS, of Louisiana, it 
| was 
| Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce 
be, and is hereby, instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a light-house at the 
pass between Lake Pontchartrain and Lake Mau- 
| repas. 


On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, it 
was 
Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
making an appropriation to remove the obstruc- 
, tions to the navigation of vessels over the bar at 
the mouth of the Mississippi river, and to deepen 
the harbor at that place. 


On motion of Mr. GARLAND, it was 
Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Public Lands 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
making an appropriation of Jand or money, for 
the purpose of making levees on the public lands 
on the western banks of the Mississippi river, 
from the northern boundary of the State of Lou- 
isiana as low down as the grand levee of Point 
Coupée; and on the southern bank of Red river, 
| from the mouth thereof, as far up as may be 
| necessary to protect the country from the inun- 
|, datuons of that river. 
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On motion of Mr. HANNEGAAN, it was 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab- 
lishing a port of entry at the town of Lafayette, 
or some other suitable point above the rapids, on 
the river Wabash. 


On motion of Mr. CARR, it was 

Resolved, ‘That all the papers and documents 
heretofore referred to the Committee of Claims, 
onthe subjeet of making provision by law for the 
sayment Of property lost, by individuals in the 
Tippecanoe campaign in the year 1311. Also, 
for the payment of property lost by the rangers 
of Indiana, Illinois, and Missouri, in the late war 
with Great Britain, and the six companies of 
mounted rangers, organized in the year 1832, for 
the protection of the northwestern frontier, be 
again referred to the Committee of Claims, and 
that said committee be instructed to report by 
bill, or otherwise 

On motion of Mr. EWING, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Canals and 





Internal lmprovements be instructed to inquire || 
into the expediency, in strict accordance with the || 
policy heretofore pursued, of making an appro- || 


priation to improve the navigation of the Wabash 
river, from its junction with the canal, a few 
miles north of ‘Tippecanoe, to its junction with 
the Ohio river. 


On motion of Mr. McKINLEY, it was 


Canals inquire into the expediency of authorizing 
the State of Alabama to levy and collect tolls on 


the navigation of the canal now constructing | 
round the Muscle Shoals, to be applied to keep- | 


ing the canal in repair, attending to the locks, and 


applied in aid of the completion of the canal. 
On motion of Mr. MARDIS, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary | 
'| be 


establishing a marine hospital at the city of Buf- | 
|| falo, New York. 


be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing, in the State of Alabama, a third 
district of the United States Federal court, to be 
held in the town of Tuscaloosa, to consist of the 
counties of Fayette, Walker, Pickens, Sumpter, 
Green, Perry, Puscaloosa, Bibb, Shelby, Jeffer- 
son, St. Clair, Burton, Talladega, Chambers, and 
Randolph. 

On motion of Mr. ASHLEY, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of liqui- 
dating the claim of Messrs. Thompson & Ross 
for supplies furnished the troops of the United 
States during the summer of 1832. 


On motion of Mr. SEVIER, it was 
Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 


ency of making a further appropriation to com- 
plete the improvement of the navigation of the 
Arkansas river. 


The ee resolution, offered by Mr. Jar- 
vis, was ordered to lie on the table for one day: 


Resolved, That the President of the United | 
States be requested tocommunicate to this House | 


any information he may possess respecting the 


burning of the building occupied by the Treasury 


Department in the year 1833. 
On motion of Mr. SMITH, it was 


_ Ordered, That the Commitiece on Commerce be 

instructed to inquire into the expediency of an | 

“peroneraate for the improvement of theharbor | 
ortland, in Maine, by the erection of a break- 


at 
water, 
vey of Colonel 
corps, in 1832. 


On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, it was 





Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
Eccgaeean approved 

February 19, 1833, in addition to the act for the 
officers and soldiers of 
the Revolution, passed June 7, 1832, so that all 
persons entitled to pensions for any disabilities 
incurred in the war of the Revolution, shall have 
the right to claim and receive the same in addi- 
tion to any pension or annuity to which they may 
Sonarae for revolu- | 


ency of amending the act o 


relief of certain survivin 


be entitled under any act of 
tionary services, 


On motion of Mr. PEARCE, of Rhode Istand, | 


it was 


ursuant to the recommendation and sur- 
— Anderson, of the engineer 


Resolved, That the petitions, revolutions, and || 
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| documents presented and submitted to this House 
| at the last session, praying for, and relating to, 


the erection of certain marine hospita!s at places 


| in said petitions and resolutions named, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce, be again 


referred to the same committee. 
On motion of Mr. WHALLON, it was 
Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
making an appropriation for building two light- 


| houses—the one on Split Rock Point, and the 
other on Cumberland Head, Lake Champlain, 


On motion of Mr. MORGAN, it was 
Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce 


| inquire into the expediency of obliging all mer- 


chant ships, or vessels of the United States, over 


| the burden of two hundred tons, bound south of 

| the equator, to have on board, as part of their 

| crew, two apprentces, at least, as a means of 
|| benefiting the naval and commercial interests of 
| the United States. 


On motion of Mr. ADAMS, of New York, it 
was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions inquire into the expediency of granting a 


| pension to Lambert P. Van Valkenburgh, of the || 
| town of Lexington, county of Green, and State 
'| of New York. 


On motion of Mr. MANN, of New York, it 


; || was 
Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs be instructed to inquire and report upon 
the expediency of abolishing the office of Major 
General Commanding-in-Chief, and of providing 


| fora fixed allowance and for a reduction and 


| more equitable distribution of the pay, rations, 


collecting the tolls; and the surplus, if any, to be || and emoluments of the general and staff officers 


of the Army. 

On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, it was 

Resolved, That the Cammittee on Commerce 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of 


On motion of Mr. HENDERSON, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of extending the present mail route 


| from Bellefonte to Mill Hall, (Centre county,) 
| to the town of Salina, a distance of three miles 
' further. 


On motion of Mr. CHAMBERS, it was 
Resolved, That it be referred to the Judiciary 


Committee to consider the expediency of report- 


ing a bill limiting the liability of the sureties of 


| deceased, removed, or resigned public officers of 
mmittee d | the United States. 
Means be instructed to inquire into the expedi- | 


On motion of Mr. MILLER, it was 


| Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary | 
| Pensions be instructed to inquire into the pro- 
| priety of granting a pension to Andrew Lawshe, 


o.; Perry county, Pennsylvania, agreeably to the 
terms of the act of Congress. 

On motion of Mr. McKIM, it was 

Resolved, That so much of the report of the 
Secretary of War as relates to the joint resolu- 
tion of Congress passed at the last session, and 
providing for the construction of a railroad through 


| the public grounds at Harper’s Ferry, be referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


On motion of Mr. DAVENPORT, it was 
Resolved, That the petition and papers of John 
W. Godfrey, deceased, late of the State of Vir- 


| ginia, now on the files of this House, which have, 
| at previous sessions uf Congress, been referred 
| to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims, and 


not finally acted on, be again referred to that 
Committee. 

On motion of Mr. MASON, of Virginia, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
making an were to erecta hospital at 
City Point, in Virginia, for the reception of sick 
seamen. 

On motion of Mr. MASON, of Virginia, it was 

Resolved, That the message of the President of 
the United States, on the subject of a present 
received by the consul of the United States at 
Tangier, from the Emperor of Morocco, made to 
this House at the last session of Congress, be 


with instructions to report a bill directing the sale 





an A 


recommitted to the Committ, e on Foreign Affairs, 
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of the lion and horses presented, and such ap- 
‘lication of the proceeds of such sale as shall be 
Sieenil most appropriate. Also, to inquire into 
the expediency of making disposition of such 
ether presents as have been made to officers of 
the Government, and deposited in the Secretary 
of State’s office, as being presented contrary to 
the Constitution. 


On motion of Mr. SPEIGHT, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
making an appropriation for the building of a 
light-boat, to be stationed at or near Harbor 
Island Bar, in the State of North Carolina, 


On motion of Mr. WILLIAMS, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolution- 
ary Pensions be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of providing by law for the payment 
to the miliua of the same pensions that are paid 
to the soldiers and officers of the regular Army. 


On motion of Mr. GRAYSON, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
making an appropriation for erecting light- 
houses, and placing buoys at the entrance of the 
inlets of St. Helena and Port Royal, on the coast 
of South Carolina. 


On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, it was 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed on 
the part of this House, to join such committee 
as may be appointed on the part of the Senate, 
to consider and report the arrangements neces- 
sary to be adopted, in order to carry into effect 
the last resolution reported on the 24th of June, 
1834, by the joint committee appointed at the last 
session of Congress, on the occasion of the death 
of General Lafayette. 


RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED. 
The resolution moved by Mr. Beary yester- 


| day was read, considered, and agreed to. 


On motion of Mr. WISE, the Committee@of 
the Whole was discharged from the further con- 
sideration of a bill to carry into effect a resolu- 
tion of 1781 for the erection of a marble column 
at York, in Virginia; and it was made the special 


order for Wednesday. 


THOMAS H. SMITH AND SON. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a report 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, in the case 
of Thomas H. Smith & Son; which, on motion 
of Mr. McKim, was referred to the Committee 
of Ways and Means. 


PRESIDENT S ANNUAL MESSAGE. 
On motion of Mr. CONNOR, the House re- 


| solved itself into the Committee of the Whole 


on the state of the Union, (Mr. Spetenr in the 
chair,) on the message of the President of the 
United States. 

Mr. CONNOR submitted the following reso- 
lutions: 

Resolved, That so much of the President’s mes- 
sage as relates to the political relations of the 
United States with other nations be referred to 
the Commiteéee on Foreign Affairs. 

Resolved, That so much of the said message as 
relates to the commerce of the United States with 
foreign nations be referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Resolved, That so much of said message as 
relates to the finances, and to the Bank of the 
United States, be referred to the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 

Resolved, That so much of said message as 
relates to the report of the Secretary of War, 
and the public interests intrusted to the War 
Department, be referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

Resolved, That so much of said message as 
relates to the Indian tribes be referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Resolved, That so much of said message as re- 
lates to the ‘* existence of extensive frauds under 
the various laws granting pensions and gratuities 
for revolutionary services, and the reéxamination 
of those laws,” be referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions. 

Resolved, That so much of said message as re- 
lates to the report of the Secretary of the Navy 
and the naval service be referred to the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs. 
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Z Resolved, That so much of said message as re- '| dent submits the only other which, in his opin- t 


a a ee — 





lates to the Post Office ugpranee: be referred 
to the Committee on the 
Roads. 


Yost Office and Post | 


Resolved, That so much of said message as re- | 


lates to the extension of the as system of | 


the United States be referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Resolved, That so much of said message as re- 
lates to the amendment of the Constitution, in 


relation to the election of Presidentand Vice Pres- 


ident of the United States, be referred to a sclect 
| 


committee. 
Resolved, That so much of said message as re- 
lates to the destruction of the building occupied 


by the Treasury Department, and to the erection | 
of a new building for the use of the Treasury De- | 


partment, be referred to the select committee on 
the public buildings. 

Resolved, That the said select committees have 
leave to report py bill or otherwise. 

The resolution having been read, Mr. CLAY- 


TON proposed an amendment, in the following || 
! 


terms: 


** That so much of the President’s message as || 
relates to the trenty with France, concluded at | 


Paris on the 4th day of July, 1831, be referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs, with instruc- 
tions to report that it is papemees to await the 
further action of the French Chambers on the 
question submitted to them, of granting the ap- 
propriations necessary to carry the treaty into 
effect; inasmuch as the delay of consummating 
its terms seems to have proceeded more from the 
delicate and important character of the claims 
resting on voluminous documentary evidence, 
their long standing, and the peculiar complexity 
of the principles involved in their adjustment, 
than from any design, on their part, to impair the 
friendly relations which have so long and happily 
subsisted between the French and American Gov- 
ernments, or any desire to evade the performance 
of ample justice when the whole matter shall 
hafe been dally and fairly considered.”’ 

Mr. CLAYTON, in supporting the amendment 
he had offered, srecnsaell to say that he consid- 
ered the question involved in the resolution as 
a one of the most important which would 
come before the House during the present session, 
and he wished it to be fully understood that, in 
the few remarks he should offer, his purpose was 
to avoid everything in the reimotest degree con- 
nected with party feeling. He trusted he should 


be the last man to bring forward “ey nes to dis- | 


turb the harmony of the House. The President, 
in submitting that portion of his message which 


related to the subject, had, he doubted not, done | stances. 


that which he honestly believed to be expedient 
and proper. He had nothing to censure in the 
rma a nor was it his design to cast any 
lame upon anyone. The question, however, in 
all its weight and solemn responsibility, was by 
the message submitted to the consideration and 
decision of the legislative branch of the Govern- 
ment. The body whom he addressed were re- 


sponsible for all the consequences attendant upon | 
their decision; and when the extent of those con- | 


sequences was taken into view, it was a consid- | 
eration which could not but strike the mind of 
every individual in a most forcible manner. The 
xeople of the United States were now looking | 
intently to the legislative body for what was to | 
ensue. 
It could not be disguised that the recommenda- | 
tion in the message amounted, practically, to | 
nothing more or less than a declaration of war | 
against France. That was the recommendation. | 
And he trusted that gentlemen would not suffer 
themselves to be deceived into any other view of 
it. Let every gentleman ask himself whether, 
should that be done which the President advises, | 
war must not be the natural and inevitable con- 
sequence? He was ready to admit that the time 
might come, nay, that it might, perhaps, be not 
distant, when war would be necessary; but he 
concluded that the time was not yet come. In 
the message, the House was presented with an | 
alternative. ‘‘If,’’ says the President, in his 


| formidable nations of the world ? 








ion, remained. ‘‘ I recommend,”’ says he, “ that 
‘an law be passed, authorizing reprisals upon 
‘French property, in case provision shall not be 
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* made forthe payment of the debt at the approach- | 


‘ing session of the French Chambers.”’ Mr. C. 


said, he would here appeal to the cundor of the | 


House to say, whether they believed that resort- 
ing to a measure of this character would not im- 


erm place the United States in hostile rela- | 
one of the proudest, mosthigh-spirited, | 


tions wit 
most warlike, and most wealthy, powerful, and 
Let no gen- 
tleman deceive himself. The m 
measure should be sanctioned by the legislative 
authority, all prospect of a friendly termination 
of our dispute with France was at an end. 

It might, perhaps, be said, that, before the 
House came to a decision of any kind, they ought 
to allow themselves ample time, as possibly the 
whole matter might have been decided before the 
message should reach France. But he would ask 
whether, should that be the case, pena 


tion as they would then rs 
1 


House, on the contrary, adopt the instructions he 


_ had had the honor to propose, would it not go far 


to show to the French people, and their Govern- 


ment, that there existed in the American nation 
_nounkind, no hostile feeling towards our ancient 


friends and allies? All thatsense of mutual mor- 


| tification would be spared, which must be the 
_ inevitable result of having needlessly threatened 


those who were, without a threat, disposed to do 
usright. But supposing that the question should 


| not have been settled, and the message containing 


the language he had read should arrive on the 


_ other side of the water, what would be the effect 


| a high-minded, proud, loft 


| 


upon the French Chambers? 

Had gentlemen read the debates in that body 
on the subject of our treaty ? Had they seen what 
spirit pervaded and 


| animated the speeches of the French orators, so 
exactly characteristic of that ancient and chival- | 
Did any man believe that, if such | 


rous people? 


| language was held when no threat had been 


uttered, those men would be disposed to yield our 
claims after the threat had been heard ? 
Chambers hesitated now, from their view of the 
character of our demand, did any man believe that, 


after this message of the President of the United | 
States had reached them, they would be more | 


disposed to yield us our rights? Mr. C. said he 
might show, from another portion of the message 
itself, what might be expected to be the temper 


and ee of the French people in such circum- 


he President, speaking of the conduct 


| of the bank, observes: 


| 


‘*To the needless distress brought on the | 


| ‘country during the last session of Congress, has 


‘since been added the open seizure of the dividends 


| on the public stock, to the amount of one hun- 


‘dred and seventy thousand and forty-one dollars, 


: ‘under pretense of paying damages, cost, and in- 


message, ‘‘it shall be the pleasure of Congress |, 
*to await the further action of the French Cham- || 


‘ bers, no further consideration of the subject will, 
‘at this session, probably be required at your 


| 


‘ terest, upon the protested French bill. This sum 
‘constituted & portion of the estimated revenues 


‘ for the year 1834, upon which the appropriations | 


‘ made by Congress were based. It would as soon 
‘have been expected that our collectors would 
* seize on the customs, or the receivers of our land 
‘ offices on the moneys arising from the sale of 
‘ public lands, under pretenses of claims against 
‘the United States, as that the Bank would have 
‘retained the dividends. Indeed, if the principle 
‘be established, that any one who chooses may 


‘without authority of law, seize on the pr 
‘property or money, wherever he cgn find it, to 


| * pay the claim, there will remain no assurance 


‘that our revenue will reach the Treasary, or that 
‘it will be applied after the appropriation to the 


| * purposes designated in the law. ‘The paymasters 
‘of our Army, and the pursers of our Navy, | 
| *may, under like pretenses, apply to their own 


‘use moneys appropriated to set in motion the 


* public force, and in time of war leave the coun- | 
This measure resorted to | 


‘try without defense. 
‘by the bank is disorganizing and revolutionary, 


‘and, if generally resorted to by private citizens || 


‘ in like cases, would fill the land with anarchy and 
* violence.’’ 


Here was a 


rallel case. If such an act as 


*hands.’’ But if this course should not appear to | that of the Bank, in the case referred to, was felt 


Congress proper to be adopted, then the Presi- 


If the | 





i 


| 





| 
} 
| 
j 
j 


| There were amon 


December 9, 


of ** violence,’’ what effect would the language he 
held on the subject of reprisals be expected to 
exertin France? A proposition, while they were 


| still deliberating on our claims, to take redress 


into our own hands, and seize at once upon their 
ships upon the high seas! As men felt, so nations 
would feel; and what was true of the one would, 
to a great extent, be true of the other. 
Gentlemen should not consider this question 
like that between France and Portugal. Portugal 
was a small nation, in a state of eqwor distrac- 
tion, and utterly unable to resist the demand made 


upon her, ortoavenge aggressions on her property. 
ent such a || 


rance was a very different thing. She was not 


_to be compelled, as Spain had been, to endure, 
|, without resenting it, the language held to her, 
_when the gentleman who now presided over the 


Department of State was our Minister near that 


| Power. Very different consequences must ensue, 
| should language of a similar tenor be addressed 


'toher. Reprisals were, in effect, acts of hostility: 


| $o soon as they should be authorized on our part 


he ¢ n || by Congress, France would instantly retaliate, 
| would wish to place that nation in such a condi- | 


Should the | 


| and order reprisals by her citizens; und what must 
be the consequence? Who did not see that the 
result must be war? Now, he did not believe that, 
as yet, we had justifiable cause of war with the 
| French nation. He argued this question, and 
| intended to argue it, as if the recommendation of 
the President was a recommendation of war. He 
| trusted gentlemen would not so far deceive them- 
selves as to view it in any other light. Indeed, 
it was very plain that the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, in his report, seemed to look towards such 
anevent. The Presidentdid the same. The Sec- 
retary says: 

| Jtis not now possible to foresee the contin- 
‘gencies that may check either the present large 
‘importations of merchandise or large sales of 
‘land, and consequently reduce the revenue de- 
‘rived from them; or that may require an increase 
‘in our Army or Navy expenditures, arising from 
‘those unfortunate collisions to which all nations 
‘are liable that feel disposed to sustain the faith 
‘ of treaties, vindicate their public rights, and pro- 
| ‘tect, efficiently, their commerce and citizens. 
| No further reduction of the tariff, until that al- 
| ‘ready provided for at the close of the ensuing 
‘year, would, therefore, seem to be prudent.”’ 

| In fact, the President and his Minister had 
done, as it becamea judicious Government to do— 
they had anticipated a possible state of war, and 
had provided against it. That such must be the 
natural consequence of the measure the President 
had recommended, he believed no candid man 
would for a moment deny. 

Mr. C. said he had no hesitation in declaring 
his belief, that our claims on the French Govern- 
ment were perfectly fairand just. He believed that 
we had not asked a cent more than was justly 
due to us; that we ought to have the money; and 
that, should our demand be definitely postponed, 


! 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


|| the refusal would present just cause of war. But it 


| had not been definitely refused. Whoever would 
take the pains to read the French debates, would 
find that the members of the French Chambers 
insisted on no other principle than we ourselves 
did. The French Constitution declared that the 
Chambers must act upon every grant of money 
| required to fulfill the stipulations of a treaty, and 
| their speakers stood upon this constitutional right. 
| [Here Mr. C. quoted copiously from the speeches 
| made in the French Chamber of Deputies. ]} 

Now, if the matter debated there was mainly, 





e ; | or in part, a constitutional question, ought we to 
‘set up aclaim against the United States, may, || 
ublic | 


proceed to hasty and rash measures because they 
came toa different conclusion from that which we 
might think the right one? The question was 
to this day undecided in our own Government. 
us, and among them, two 
opinions as to the obligation of Congress to make 
| appropriations of money to fulfill the stipulations 
of a treaty. The prevailing opinion was that 
Congress were not bound, but remained free, to 
deliberate and to decide in view of circumstances. 
As an illustration of this: were it to be held other- 
wise, how might the tariff question be at any 
time unsettled by the Ee oe our foreign 

negotiators? Should such a principle as this once 
be sanctioned, what consequence must follow? 
| There would be an end to the power of Congress 
over the appropriation of public money. And, 
‘ holding ook views ourselves, ought we to com- 


: by the President to be *‘ revolutionary,”’ and full \ plain if similar opinions were maintained in the 
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French legislative halls? The matter was not yet || reading these debates, and recollecting that we | 


1834. 





fully settled, either here or there. Should the | had the whole weight of the Crown and the Cabi- 
decision of the Chambers be that they could not | net thrown into our scale, that the ultimate decis- 
appropriate money for the treaty, we should then | ton would be what we asked that it should be, 
be referred back to the grounds of our original | But there was another aspect of the subject, 
claim before any treaty existed; and then Con- | and avery serious one. It was this: that, should 
gress must decide whether or not they would goto | we go to war at this time, we must do itupon a 
war to compel the payment of claims which had | deficient Treasury. Not only was the Treasury of 
been left to negotiation for forty-five years. | the nation destitute of a dollar, but there was an | 
The question, however, was still undecided; | actual pericit of two millions and a half of dol- 
and, in the meanwhile, ail the influence of the | lars! This he was prepared to demonstrate. He 
Crown and of the Cabinet was exerted in our | did not consider that, however, as at present 
behalf: it was all urged in favor of the fulfillment | necessary. He had the vouchers ready to estab- | 
of the terms of the treaty. Under such circum- | lish his position. Now, should the nation go to 
stances would it (he asked) be wise to goto war? | war on such a Treasury, what must be the con- 
The menace of the message was war. Gentle- | sequence? He had risen with no wish to rouse | 
men must be blind not to see that France would | jealousies, or awaken angry feeling, butto make a 
so receive it. If she was now the same proud and | speech pacific in all respects; and he hoped that | 
high-toned nation which the history of Europe | what he had yet to say would be received in no 
had so fully evinced her to be, all thoughts of | other spirit. 
amicable negotiation, under such a menace, must | 
be atanend. There were some things in the | be, in effect, with all the world. The field of 


speeches of the Deputies which were calculated |, battle would be the high seas; and there we had | 


to startle our pride. They referred to the days | 
of their revolutionary struggle and of ours, and 


a commerce afloat to the value of two hundred mil- 
lions, viz: ninety millions outward, and one hun- 
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But it was plain that, if we went to war, it would | 
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A ae Mr. C. said ‘he spoke on this question 
without premeditation, relying upon the sponta- 
neous feelings of his heart, and the best interests 
of his constituents, to direct both the matter and 
manner of his address. He said the winds of 
heaven at this moment were wafting the Presi- 
dent’s message to every portion of the civilized 
world. It has been asserted that the message 
contained no menace—nothreat. Butl fear (said 
Mr. C.) it may be differently understood by the 
French people, and that they may look upon it 
as having received the sanction of the American 
nation. He said he believed the nation wanted, 
if possible, to live in peace with all foreign Pow- 
ers. It was their interest as well as duty. He 
said he had no hesitation in asserting that, as far 
as he had been able to ascertain public opinion, 
it was averse to war. The people were disposed 
to live in peace with all the world, and especially 
with their ancient friend and ally, France. From 
this determination they could not depart, as lon 
|| as they could adhere to it without a sacrifice o 
national honor. 

Mr. C. asked, what did the President recom- 
| mend? He recominended, in the event of a cer- 





adverted to the great sufferings of both nations 
in the cause of free principles; especially in the 
maintenance of that principle so important in our 
estimation, that free ships made free goods—that 
the flag covered the cargo. 

{Here Mr, C. again quoted from the French 
debates. ] 

Throughout these speeches, Mr. C. found no 
language or feeling of disrespect towards our Gov- 
ernment, 
subject was one of great importance to the French 
Government. Let it be remembered that at the 
close of that great revolution in theiraffairs, which 
resulted in the exiling of Bonaparte to Elba, and 
the letting in all the harpies who accompanied 
what was called the restoration, the French nation 


had to pay a thousand millions of francs, because | 


she had been struggling for the principles of free 
trade and the rights of neutrals. Our Govern- 
ment, at that time, disclaimed all part or partici- 
pation in the doings of those nations who combined 
together to force the Bourbons upon France— 
nations whose only purpose seemed to be to emu- 
late each other in robbing the French Treasury. 
All parties in the Chambers agreed 4n conceding 
that something was due to us. The only question 
was as to the preciseamount. Bonaparte’s Gov- 
ernment admitted that, on the very strictest prin- 
ciples of calculation, at least thirteen millions, 
and on principles more liberal eighteen millions of 
francs were dueto the United States. The resto- 
ration Government, when they were expelled by 
the French people, had been on the eve of settling 
with us for twelve millions; and the existing 
Government admitted without hesitation that a 
large debt was due. The difficult question to be 
settled was, the true and just amount. 

To fix this properly was a work of difficult 
and of time; and surely it would be time a 
lost, should it result in preventing our conflict 
with one of the oldest and strongest and most 
warlike nations of Europe. What were two or 
three sessions of the Chambers, especially when 
our name was treated with the utmost respect in 
all their discussions, and while, though they had 
great difficulty in deciding on questions of their 
own, which were involved in the decision, they 
continued to manifest nothing but a friendly dis- 
position and purpose towards this country ? Same 
of their arguments were not without great weight. 
One of them especially seemed entitled to much 
consideration from a nation which respected its 
own laws. It was, that a part of our claim was 
for goods taken, during the prevalence of our own 
embargo and non-intercourse laws, from citizens 
who were sailing the high seas, in open violation 
and defiance of those laws. They insist that, if 
our own citizens choose to take the risk of ap- 
pearing on the ocean in direct disobedience to our 
authority, they ought to abide by the conse- 
quences. Buthe waived all this. e had stated 


enough to show that there did exist just cause for || 


some ae He would only add an extract from 
one s » which insisted that, should our claim 
be allowed without rigid examination, the allow- 
ance of it could be placed only on the ground of 


go> {Here Mr. C. quoted from one of the 
rench orators : 


| and ten thousand times more, on a question where | 
And let it be remembered, that the | 


} 
| 


|| new debt. And what would be t 
' sequence? As our commerce must be destroyed, | 


dred and eleven millions inward; and this would 
immediately be subject to the vessels of all 
nations, provided they did but hoist the French 
| flag. lt would not only be a war with a nation 
numbering thirty millions of people, but it would 
subject us to auacks from all other quarters. Yet 
let him notbe misunderstood. Letno gentleman 
suppose him to be unwilling to risk all this; yes, 





the national honor was invulved; but he never 
‘could consent to eXpose the property of his fel- || 
low-citizens to such a hazard, until all proper | 
measures of a pacific character had been tried in | 
vain. || 
The nation was now said to be out of debt, |) 
and the fact was the envy and admiration of other 
Governments, and the pride of our own. But if 
we went to war, we must instantly plunge into a || 
he further con- 


the natural course of things would be to turn | 
ery from commerce to manufactures, just as | 
it had happened during the last war. Our citi- | 


| zens would, as soon as possible, withdraw their | 


capital from the ocean, where it would be sub- 
jected to such a risk of destruction, and invest it 
in manufactures. And what next? Why, then 
| we should have appeal upon appeal for protec- 

tion, and the codices be raised. And then all 
the difficulties between the northern and southern 
| States must be aroused afresh. Could any gen- 
tleman look at such consequences, and not feel a 
|| desire to avert war, if it could be done with || 
| honor? | 
| Mr. C. observed that it had been his purpose | 
|to say much more, but that he was physically | 
/unable. He had not risen with any desire to 
| make a flourish, but to recall to the consideration 

of the House the pacific relations which had sub- 
| sisted between this country and France for forty- 
| five years. The President seemed disposed to 
| hurry Congress into a course which must forfeit 
| at once all this mutual good understanding. It 
| was not his wish to recall scenes that were past, | 

although one of the French Deputies had done 
‘| so, and had adverted to the time when the flags 
| of France and America were ying in the same 


| 


| 
1} 





| field, and joined in the same cause. He would only 

|| ask the Hlouse to look on that picture, [pointing 
| to the portrait of Washington,] and then on that, 

| [pointing to the likeness of Latayette.] 

| If the pictures of those great men could speak 

| now, what would they say? While the House 

| was engaged in deliberating on a war with France, 
| it would be well to vail these portraits. He felt 
| assured the American people would approve of 

| no such war. Virginia would never do it. Mount 





Mr. C. coideches it was his persuasion, after 





| Vernon would never allow it. Yorktown would 
| not consent to it. All the South would oppose 
‘it. The nation was unprepared for it—the cir- 
| cumstances did not demand it. 
Mr. CLAIBORNE, of Virginia, said he rose to 
| support the motion made by the gentleman from 
Georgia, (Mr. Crarron.] He said he could not 
refrain from mingling in the discussion of a ques- 
tion so vitally interesting to his constituents, and | 
| to the world. Were he dumb, he would make | 
_ an effort to break the bands of silence, to give ut- 
| terance to his feelings upon this all-important | 
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| of innocent an 


| my efforts to. 


a 


tain contingency, to wit: the French Chambers 
not making the necessary appropriations (o carry 
into effect their treaty with us, that then, and in 
that event, he, the President, should be author- 
ized by Congress to make reprisals on French 
property, to the amount of the sum stipulated to 
e paid the American Government in the treaty 

of the 4th of July, 1831. Yes, (said Mr. C.,) to 
arm him with — to seize upon the property 
unoffending individuals. If this 

power be conferred upon him, it will be virtually 
conferring upon the President unconstitutional 
power—a power to declare war. For, disguise 
the fact as gentlemen may, I can view it in no 
other light than a declaration of war. Is there 


| any gentleman on this floor who does not believe 


that war will be the inevitable consequence of the 
measure? Yes, sir; it will follow with the cer- 


| tainty that the peal of thunder succeeds the ele¢tric 


flash in the gathering storm. Sir, lam not afraid 
to express my sentiments on the present occasion. 
I am one of the representatives of the people, 
and a free man. I come here to advocate the peo- 
ple’s interest. This is the goal that I direct all 
I will support the measures of the 
Administration when I think them right, and 


oppose them when I believe them wrong. Lam 
_no partisan; and if an imputafton of that sort 


should be made against me, self-poised and sclf- 
sustained, I will stand conscious anderect. Gen- 


| tlemen have read history to little effect, if the 


aré ready to clothe a single individual with the 
power of making war. If we are to derive 
wisdom from the experience and from the ad- 
monitions of history, we will withhold it. The 
granting of this power improvidently has carried 
the sword through the fairest provinces of the 
world, and brought ruin to the doors of millions. 
When cause of war shall exist, and the honor of 
the nation shall demand a declaration, I will, as 
the representative of a proud and chivalrous peo- 
ple, join in meeting its horrors; but, until dire 
necessity shall require it, I shall use all my efforts 
to avoid it. Policy, sound morals, everything, 
tells me this is the proper determination 

But, Mr. Chairman, does the existing differ- 
ence between the United States and France pre- 
sent such a case? In my humble judgment it 
does not. What, sir, is the state of the fact? 


Is not the executive Government of France 
making use of every exertion to obtain from the 
| Chambers the necessary appropriations? Does 
it not already me to every gentleman, who 


has given himself the trouble to read the debates 
in the Chambers, that a respectable portion of 
that body do not regard the treaty as binding 
until ratified by them, the only constitutional 
power in the French Government to levy a tax 
upon the people? We should, in the examina- 
tion of this question, have some regard to the 
existing state of affairs in that country. What 
would be our situation, if the President and Sen- 
ate were to make a treaty, and in that treaty to 
| stipulate to pay a sum of money, and Congress 
| was to refuse to grant the appropriations? The 
| President would surely, in that case, recommend 
| the disappointed nation to stay their hand a litde, 

and give time to effect a change of public opinion. 
The Government of France and the Government 
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of the United States are Governments founded on 
public opinion, and sustained by popular senti- 
ments and popular feelings. ho says nay to 
this proposition? None—no notone. I[t ought 
to be remembered, that a majority of eight only 
were against the necessary appropriation, at the 
time the question was first taken in the Cham- 
bers, It cannot be forgotten thatthe King has 
pledged himself to present it at the next meeting 
of the Chambers, and again urge the necessity of 
the appropriation; and we know that it is his 
fixed purpose to do all in his power to have the 
claim adjusted. With a knowledge of these | 
facts, shall we indulge for one single moment in 
the language of menace, and provoke a war with 
France, our oldest and most steady friend ?—a 
people who stood by us in the hour of peril and 
danger, who mingled their blood and treasure 
with the blood and treasure of our fathers, in 
Aghting for the liberties of our beloved country ? 
his great citadel of republican government was 
erected by the joint efforts of our fathers and the 
French people. Were I to experience for a mo- 
ment other than a wish for eternal peace between | 
Franceand the United States, some ghost smeared 
with blood would rise from the plains of Mon- | 
mouth to upbraid me. Do not draw wrong con- 
clusions from what I say. I am the advocate of 
ace. An eloquent writer has well said—the 
eart that can mvuurn over the havoc and desola- 
tion of the fields of battle is closely allied to the 
arm that is ever ready to protect innocence from 
outrage, and society from oppression. Jt is the 
emblem of moral courage—the daring to do what 
is right. 

Sir, is it inconsistent with genuine courage, 
before you enter into a contest, either as private 
men or public functionaries, to calculate the con- 
sequences that will follow? Sir, ours is the most 
commercial nation on earth, except Great Britain. 
Our merchant vessels are incessantly wafting the 
productions of our soil from the frozen belt that 
encircles the northern pole, to the sandy bars 
‘which environ the antarctic circle. At this mo- 
ment the surface of the ocean is whitened with the 
eails which cover her millions of American prop- 
erty. Declare war to-morrow, and two months 
will not have elapsed before all the unemployed 
shipping of other countries would apply to France 
for letters of marque and reprisal, and under the 
French flag pounce down upon and sweep this 
vast commerce from the ocean. Then ina brief 
period would bespresented to your eyes the mel- 
ancholy spectacle of your commerce ruined, your 
surplus produce unsold, your seaport towns lan- 
gushing, and every village and cottage from | 

aine to Georgia withering before the blighting || 
effects of war. Mr, Chairman, let me here say 
to you, that the American people should be the 
last on earth to go to war, and for this plain rea- 
son: they have more at stake than any other. 
Our Government is the admiration of the whole 
world. No people among civilized nations enjoy 
a higher degree of freedom and happiness; none 
who have their civil and religious liberties better 
secured. This Government, administered in its 
purity, is an ample shield, behind which the peo- || 

le may stand in the full enjoyment of all the 

opes of freemen; nor are we, Mr. Chairman, | 
alone interested in the success of our Govern- 
ment. The enlightened and liberal in every por- 
tion of the earth pray for the preservation of our 
political institutions. Already have foreigners 
come here to study our laws, and have gone 
home with their minds richly imbued with liberal 
principles, and have been enabled greatly to ame- 
liorate the condition of their own countrymen. 

Mr.C. said he felt that, the mild and philosoph- 
ical principles he was enforcing were in pertect 
accordance with the principles of the American 
Government, and would receive the sanction of 
the enlightened district which he was proud to 
represent. 

ie said he felt certain that,in the vote he should 
give, he should represent the feelings and wishes 
of his constituents. He was well satisfied that, if | 
the naked question was submitted to them, their 
high sense of justice and morality would revolt 
at the idea of this Government seizing by force 
the private property of the citizens of France, to 
indemnify some speculating merchants for losses | 
sustained under the Berlin and Milan decrees of || 
France, made by way of self-preservation against || 
the unlawful Orders in Council of Great Britain, | 
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| in declaring not only the ports of France, but 


those of neutral nations, ina state of blockade. 
It would not be forgotten that the United States, 
by the passage of her non-intercourse law, adopt- 
ed measures of retaliation, and thus lessened her 
claim to indemnification for spoliations under the 
Berlinand Milandecrees. They could justly claim 
indemnity for spoliations cominitted upon prop- 
erty after the repeal of those decrees by the 
French Government. 

Mr. Chairman, I believe the French owe us 
fairly more than twenty-five millions of francs. 


You are aware, however, that the French Gov- | 


ernment, at no time before the establishment of 
the Government of July, acknowledged that they 
owed this Government more than two and a half 
millions of dollars, and against this sum that they 
claimed an offset for what they conceived a viola- 
tion on the part of this Government of the eighth 
article of the treaty of 1803, between France and 
the United States, stipulating that French vessels 
should be received in the ports of Louisiana upon 
the terms of the most favored nations, which they 
contend was violated when they were not put 
upon the same footing with those of Great Brit- 
ain, after the treaty of Ghent. When such diffi- 
culties have grown up between us, (said Mr. C.,) 
what is the course to be pursued? 


i answer and | 


say, let us address the French Governmentin the | 
language of friendship—let us say to them, ‘‘ We 


believe you owe us twenty-five millions of francs; 
you have agreed by treaty to pay us that sum. 
f you complain that you were under a misap- 


prehension of facts—point out errors; we are | 


ready to correct them—we want only our due, 
and we fecl you are too magifanimous, when you 
are satisfied of the true amount due, to with- 
hold it.”’ The people of France certainly must 
desire to be in peace and amity with us—I have 
confidence that justice will be done us by the 
French Government—that the interruption of 


good feeling will be momentary, and will pass 
away, and be succeeded by days and years, and | 


| nation. 
into the affair, and to prevent any action by Con- 


{ hope centuries, of brotherly love. Good Amer- 
icans and good Frenchmen desire this state of 
things; and that the peace now happily existing 


may exist forever is my most ardent wish. 1 


could, sir, have said a great deal more, but less 
was impossible. 

Mr. 
Foreign Affairs, observed that the amendment 
offered by the gentleman from Georgia to the prop- 
osition of the gentleman from North Carbdiina, 
to refer to the Committee on Poreign Affairs so 


AYNE, chairman of the Committee on | 


much of the message as relates to our concerns | 


with foreign nations, was improper as to time, 
and in its matter. He thought discussion now 
upon the subject to which the amendment relates 


| would be premature, and might do much harm. | 


Indeed, if the admissions made by the gentleman | 


in his remarks could in any event be taken as the 
sense of the House, or of any portion of the 
poopie of this nation, much injury would be done 
to those who were interested in the faithful and 
speedy performance by France of thé stipulations 


of the treaty of 4th July, 1831. But the gentle- 


man’s admissions would have no response in this | 


He proposes to terminate all inquiry 


gress upon the message, by instructing the com- 


| mittee to report that it is expedient to await the 
further action of the French Chambers—and his | 


reason is, that the postponement of voting money | 
for the payment of the installments dae by the | 
treaty has arisen from the delicate and important || 


character of the claims referred, and the peculiar 
complexity of the principles involved in their ad- 
justment. In other words, thatthe French legis- 
lators have been for two years and a half discuss- 
ing principles which they do not understand, and 


still require time to enable them to come to a cor- | 


rect conclusion. 


And yet the gentleman, with | 
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censure or praise, as he might be disposed, have 

ostponed his conclusion, until he had ascertained 

ow farthe message ,relating to this affair, could be 
sustained by the correspondence between the two 
Governments since the ratification of the treaty. 
It would have occurred to another, that the affair, 
as presented to the nation by the message, im- 
posed upon Congress the necessity of inquiring 
into facts, with a view of determining upon the 
propriety of the President’s suggestions, and car- 
rying them out, or of devising some other means 
to secure the rights of those for whose benefit the 
treaty had been made. Congress had now be- 
come the guardians of the rights of our citizens, 
vested in them by a treaty, which France must 
perform, or for which the United States, as a 
nation, must receive an indemnity, at some time 
or other, to the full extent of its original obliga- 
tions, and all the consequences which may ensue 
from a refusal by any department of the French 
Governmentto fulfill the stipulations of the treaty. 
But the gentleman could only see in the message 
a declaration of war, and all the disasters which 
follow in the train of war. If his object had been 
to fall into the current which, for some days, has 
been flowing in a certain channel, to produce the 
impression upon the public mind that the Presi- 
dent designed to provoke war with France—the 
gentleman had taken the proper course to effect 
his intention—notwithstanding he had disclaimed 
any party feeling in his movement. There was 
nothing in the message of a warlike character or 
threat. All idea of menace is in terms denied; 
and the French character, Government, and peo- 
ple, are treated with the respect and regard due 
from one nation to another—when either, by put- 
ting itself in the wrong, justifies the language of 
complaint. Nor is the message without a refer- 
ence to those recollections which, if France will 
cherish, by doing us justice, the United States 
will never forget, nor ceuse to acknowledge. 
There is a difference between a firm attitude in 
the pursuit of acknowledged rights, and the lan- 
guage of menace. The President, after giving a 
narrative of all that had taken place since the treaty 
had been concluded, recommends, if an appropri- 
ation shall not be made by the French Chambers at 
their next session, that some legislation shall be 
enacted by Congress to meet the predicament in 
which we slrall be placed by the refusal of France 
to pay an acknowledged debt. In anticipation of 
thatevent, the rights of our citizens can only be sus- 
tained by prompt measures. But they are only to 
be contingent—until the refusal of France shall be 
complete. The refusal has already been as pos- 
itive as it can be by one of thz departments of the 
French Government. The information received 
by us of that fact in May last would have justified 
then some ultimate measure of redress; but the 
course of the King of the French called for our 
forbearance. Since that time there has been 
another meeting of the Chambers; but no appro- 


| priation was made, nor was any effort made by 


the King or his Ministers to procure one. Then 
the Chambers were prorogued to the last week in 


| December, and now it is only possible that we 


can have, during this session of Congress, the 
result of the King’s assurances that it was his 


| intention to press the appropriation at the ensuing 


| session of the Chambers. 


Almost three years 
have passed since the appropriation for the first 
installment under the treaty should have been 
made, and since the ratification of the treaty 
there have been five sessions of the Chambers. 
With this procrastination in view, will any one, 
having a proper American feeling, and who 
appreciates Government as he should do, by its 


ability to give happiness to ifs citizens at home, 


and to obtain for them redress when wronged 


_by a nations—complain of the President 
n 


nothing before him but a report of the discus- |. 


ments, since the failure upon the part of France 


in two or three short days, been able to unravel 
the intricacy of the whole affair, and so satisfac- 
torily to himself, that he proposes to substitute 
the results of his happy ability for the examina- 
tioa of the committee, and the more deliberate 
judgment of the House. 
well at least, and a prudent man would, either for 


| sions of the Chamber of Deputies, without any || 
| of the correspondence between the two Govern- | 


| 


_ to discharge her obligations under the treaty, had, || 


It would have been | 


because he has expressed his confidence that no 
branch of this Government will, for a moment, 
entertain the idea of acquiescing in a refusal to 
execute the treaty, or because he has said further 
negotiation is out of the question — because, 
whilst deprecating the consequences of collision 
with France, he has said, in maintaining our 
national rights and honor, all Governments are 


alike to us?—or for having recommended the 


mildest or only alternative short of war—when 
one nation obstinately refuses to pay to another 
a liquidated debt? The President has not asked 
that the power of authorizing reprisals should be 
put inte his hands. He recommends reprisals, 
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if another sitting of the Chambers shall be closed | 


without definitive action upon the subjcet—but 
he does not attempt to prescribe or to intimate 
the time or manner of its being done, and only 
assures Congress that its decision shall be faith- 
fully executed, as far as it shall authorize him to 
act. By his language, Mr. W. understood, and 
so he believed the whole nation would under- 
stand the President to say—not having shunned 
the responsibility of making the recommendation, 
I am sincere in the determination not to shun the 
responsibility of executing the decision of Con- 
gress, whatever that may be. : ; 

And as for having recommended reprisals in 
the event of the French Chambers again refusing 
to execute the stipulations in the treaty, those 
who may dislike such a course should remember 
that reprisals, ora tame acquiescence in the refusal, 
are all that we shall have leit to us—short of war. 
Reprisals, though sometimes leading to war, are 
more frequently the means of preventing it. In 
this case, will it not be so? For, besides the 
just cause which we shall have for resorting to 
it, we have the honor of the King of the three 
days, that he differs from the Chambers in his 
sense of the obligations imposed upon France by 
the treaty; and without g declaration of war by 
himself, it cannot be made by France. So much, 
Mr. W. deemed it right to say, in regard to the 
message, in reply to the misconceptions of it by 
his colleague, and in answer to his apprehensions 
of war. 


But there were two points of view in which the | 


subject was presented to the House; and from the 
mere intimation of them it would be obvious that 
it should be sent to a committee, untrammeled 
by instructions. The first were the rights which 
our citizens had acquired under the treaty; and, 
secondly, what national honor would require from 
Congress, if the French Chambers persevered in 
refusing to execute it. If the amendment pre- 
vailed, it would be equivalent to a postponement 
by Congress of the rights of our citizens. The 
subject should be fully canvassed by a committee, 
and afterwards, upon its report, by Congress, 
that our merchants might feel and know, that 
their pursuits were under the vigilant guardian- 


‘ ship of Congress, and that all the world might 


see, however long it may be delayed by circum- 
stances, that there was to be a day of retribution 
for every outrage upon our commerce, under 
whatever pretense, or by whatever nation it might 
be committed. The sense of this security will 
give life to our enterprise in every clime, and con- 
fidence to our mariners upon every sea. In this 
instance, the subject should be sent to a commit- 
tee without instructions, that it might deliberately 
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| expressed himself in a speech professing much 


| the committee would have before them, the House 


| tee on Foreign Affairs? 
/the documents before them? 


benevolence, and full of apparent patriotism; but 
the course he proposed, if countenanced by the 
House, would compromise the interest of a large 
class of his fellow-citizens, by adding to the for- 
cign obstacles already inthe way of the payment 
of their claims, all the prejudices of party athome, 
But he would say no more, for he was convinced 
the impropriety of his colleague’s movement 
would be manifested by an almost unanimous 
rejection of the amendment, without further de- 
bate. 

Mr. ARCHER suggested tothe mover to with- 
draw hisamendment. The present was not the 
proper time to discuss this subject. An oppor- 
tunity would be afforded, when the committee 
should make a report. If the motion was pressed, 
he must vote against it. 

Mr. CLAYTON rose inreply. He said he was 
sorry he could not accept the suggestion of the 
honorable gentleman from Virginia, for whom he 
entertained great respect. He considered this 
one of those occasions on which to be found in a 
minority of one would be to occupy one of the 
proudest stations which any man could hold. 
He would leave it to the nation and to posterity 
to say, whether it was not well done, to endeavor 
to prevent that excitement, and the rousing of all 
those feelings of embittered hostility which 
would be at once let loose should the House in 
any degree sanction the views suggested in the 
executive communication. He would ask gen- 
tlemen whether they were not as well prepared 
now as they would be aftera report was rendered, 
to judge on the expediency of tie course proposed ? 
The siep he had taken was no unusual one. 
Two months of the last session had been occu- 


| pied in debating a proposition introduced in pre- 


cisely the same way. What (he asked) would 
be gained by sending this subject to the Commit- 
Had not the House all 
Were they not 
printed, and on the table of every member? All 


had beforeit. There was no ambiguity of mean- 
ing; the whole case was as plain as the commit- 
tee could male it. 

He was willing so far to comply with the | 
wishes cf his friend from Virginia as to postpone | 
the subject fora week. But why wait for a long | 
report when they could as well judge and act 
without it? If the House was ready at once to 


!| reject his proposition, the natural inference would 


inquire and report that course which Congress | 


should take as the best fitted to induce France to 
fulfill her obligation, or what will most success- 
fully accomplish the purpose, should it be thought 
advisable, now or hereafter, to redress ourselves. 
But 1 do not propose to argue this point, at this 
tme. The intimation of it is enough to insure 
the rejection of the amendment. As to what 
national honor would require, if France perse- 
vered in her course, and definitely refused to 
recognize our rights under the treaty, and also to 
make reparation for her delay in doing it, Mr. W. 
was not mistaken when he said, there would be 
but one sentiment among the American people 
as to the course to be pursued. It would won 
be a question of dollars and cents, but of national 
honor, demanding every sacrifice of money and 
of life to maintain it, with the superadded obli- 
gation to sustain all that the laws of nations re- 
quired in regard to treaties. The couse would 
not only be ours, but, that of every nation having 
treaties, or which may have to make treaties, with 
Franee. Mr. W. would not pursue this topic. 
He had thought it to be his duty, from the rela- 
tion in which he had been placed to the House, 
to make some remarks upon the amendment pro- 
posed by his colleague, and upon his speech, that 


ay 
onger | 


the publie might be advised of the true state of our | 


affairs with France, and to prevent the message 
from being misconceived by those who might read 
the remarks of his colleague. The ordinary course 
was, to refer subjects bearing on our foreign rela- 
tions to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. Wh 

do 80, if the committee was to be locked up by 


instructions which took from it the freedom of || Could it be the wish, the design of any gentle- 


dcliberation, and confined them to report the 
judgment of an individual? His colleague had 





be, that there was a majority in that House dis- 


| posed and ready to go to war with France. The 


gentleman (his colleague) from Georgia, itseemed, 
could see nothing hostile, nothing of war, or war- 
like, in the message of the President. But Mr. 
C. would appeal to the common sense of any 
man to say, Whether the language of the mes- 
sage did not contain a menace: 

‘*T recommend that a law be passed authori- 


|*zing reprisals upon French property, in case 
 * provision shall not be made for the payment of 
| * the debt at the approaching session of the French 


‘Chambers ”’ 


Here the President insisted that but one session 


| more of the Chambers shall be permitted to pass, 


| by this Government. 


' sacrificed. 


till letters of marque and reprisal shall be issued 
Who did not know that 
the first act of reprisal would be considered by 
France as an act of hostility, and meton her part 
with instant retaliation? As to the interest of the 
American claimants, to which the chairman of 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs had alluded, 
Mr. C.’s proposition was manifestly safer for 
them than the measure of the President. The 
moment we went to war, the claims were gone. 
When the cloudsand smoke of war cleared away, 
the claims would all vanish with them. When- 
ever peace was proposed, the whole would be 
What he wanted, was to give to the 


| people of France the evidence that the people of 
| America were not disposed to go to war with 


them; that we respected them as friends, and 
desired others to remain friends. If he thought 
that a long report (however able) from the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs would throw any 
new light upon the matter, he would willingly 
wait for it; but he could not believe but that the 
House was as ready now as it would be then. 


man, to throw this agitating question abroad and 
rouse the national feelingintoa state of perturba- 
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tion? He trusted net. He was sorry that he 
could not withdraw his motion: he was willing, 
however, to defer the subject for a week, as he 
had said, or even for a fortnight, if ventlemen 
insisted, farther he could not eo, 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Kentucky, said, the gentle- 
man from Georgia assumed, at the threshold, that 
the recommendation of the President was a prop- 
osition to declare war. He certainly did not so 
consider it, nor did the President himself. The 
code of civilized nations expressly recognizes the 


_rightof reprisal in a nation from which a just 


debt is withheld, as a mode of redress compatible 
with the continuance of peace. But the President 
does not propose even this redress short of war, 
but under circumptances which the gentleman 
from Georgia says, would render an appeal to 
arms not only just, but indispensable to preserve 
the ‘* national honor”’ for which he is prepared to 
make ten thousand times greater sacrifices than 
he has depicted as necessarily resulting from war. 
He says our claims on France are just—that we 
have not asked a cent more than is just—that the 
treaty stipulates for nothing more than is just-— 
and that a refusal to execute it is ** @ just cause of 
war.’’ Well, the French Chamber of Deputies 
have definitively and positively refused to pay 
the money which the nation has bound itself, by 
the most solemn of all obligations, to pay. The 
Chambers, after successive sessions of elaborate 
discussion and long deliberation, have defeated the 
stipulations of the treaty, by the rejection of the 
proposition of the King of the French to provide 
for the paymentof our demands. ‘The President 
of the United States, however, in communicating 
this fact to Congress, dors not call upon us toact 
upon this peremptory refusal as ** a just cause of 
war.”? He does not ask that we should consider 
this violation of the faith of treaties, and insult to 
our national honor,as making proper an immedi- 
ate appeal for redress to the remedy of reprisals, 
of which the late example of France, in regard to 
Portugal, affords a practical illustration, No— 
the President proposes a course of greater moder- 


| eration than the principles avowed by the gentle- 


man from Georgia, and the late precedent set by 
France herself most clearly justify and invite. 
The message would have us overlook the wrong 
already inflicted, and the affront offered in the 
first absolute refusal of the French Chambers to 
comply with the treaty. It proposes, in the event 
of a second denial of justice by the newly elected 
Chambers, that then only shall the violation of 


| the treaty be regarded as conclusive, and as shut- 


ting the door against a hope of voluntary redress 
on the part of France; and even after this con- 
summation of wrongs which have remained twen- 
ty-five years unredressed, the President does not, 
in his communication to tis, hold the strong lan- 
guage of the gentleman from Georgia, and say 
that it forms “ a just cause of war,”’ but only in- 
sists that itis a just cause for reprisals—that is, 
that we should take possession of as much French 
property as would Pe sufficient to pay the sum 
stipulated in the treaty; and, after retaining ita 
sufficient length of time to give the French Gov- 
ernment an opportunity to redeem it, by the pay- 
ment of the sum acknowledged to be due to our 
citizens, that it should be confisented, as the prop- 
erty of our people was by France twenty-five years 
ago. 

It is premature, however, to enter into this dis- 
cussion now. The House has before it a mass 
of documents. It was its duty, through its com- 
mittee, to sift them thoroughly, and look into all 
the bearings of the case. No man entertained 
more friendly feelings towards France (he said) 
than he did, and none would be more unwilling 
hastily to sever the ties of the ancient friendship 
which has existed between France and the United 
States. He would observe all the foms which 
are introduced into legislation, for the purpose of 
giving due deliberatgon to all proceeding in this 
delicate subject. The haste with which the gen- 
tleman would rush into a discussion and decision 
of the great and important subject, was neither 
respectful to those who administer the Govern- 
ment of France, nor to our own Administration. 
The President, as we have seen, wishes thie final 
action of this Government, to await the final de- 
termination of the French Chambers. And there 
can, therefore, be no motive for the precipitation 
with which we are invited to express an Opuilon 
as to the intentions of the French Government, 
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and to adopt a course predicated upon our sup- 
positions in this respect, when the final measure 
contemplated here is to await the full develop- 
ment of the intentions of France in the overt acts 
of its representative body. For the present, the 
usual course of delay, for the sake of deliberation, 
should, he thought, be taken by our councils. 
The subject should be submitted to the Commit- 
tee on Forcign Relations. It was an able com-_ 
mittee, and would, in this report, take a view of 
the whole ground. The question was too solemn 
to be sported with. He could not consent to vote | 
for the instructions proposed, and yet he disliked 
to vote against the proposition of the worthy mem- 
ber from Georgia, towards whom he entertained 
the most kindly feelings. He had uttered the 
most patriotic sentiments, and was actuated by | 
the most honorable motives. The gentleman had | 
thrown out a mostexcellent speech, which would | 
0 to balance the effect of the President’s message. 
jut the gentleman had not examined the subject 
inextenso. He 0 J.) would therefore add his 
appeal to that which had already been made by | 
the worthy member from Virginia, {Mr. Ancuer,] | 
that he would consent to withdraw his motion. | 
He had listened to the excellent speech of this | 
member with the greatest pleasure; and he always | 
did listen to him, whenever his multiplied occu- | 
pations would at all permit, with the greatest in- | 
terest and satisfaction. The gentleman could not | 
but be aware that the instructions, should they be | 
adopted, though they might bind the committee, 
would not bind the House. He trusted they 
would be withdrawn. 

Mr. CLAYTON remarked, that the gentleman | 
from Kentucky [Mr. Jounson] had flattered him | 
instead of reasoning with him. He would, there- | 
fore, withdraw his amendment. 

The committee then rose, the Chairman re- | 
ported the resolutions to the House, and they 
were then adopted. 

On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, the House ad- | 
journed. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespayr, December 10, 1834. 


The Hon. Wittiam C. Preston, of South | 
Carolina, appeared and took his seat. 


REPORT FROM ENGINEER DEPARTMENT. 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 


ate a communication from the War Department, 
accompanied by a report from the engineer bu- 
reau, relative to the progress of the work on the 
Cumberland road. 


RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED. 


Mr. Tirron’s resolution relative to the estab- 
lishment of a port of entry at La Fayette, on the | 
Wabash river, was taken up; and, on his motion, | 
was laid on the table. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. Sournarp, | 
for the appointment of the standing committees 
on Wednesday, (this day,) was taken up for con- 
sideration. 

On his motion the resolution was amended, 
so as to read ‘‘ Thursday next, (to-morrow,) at 
one o’clock;’’ and it was then adopted. 


BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 


The following resolution submitted yesterday 
by Mr. Benton was taken up for consideration: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury | 
be directed to communicate to the Senate any 
correspondence with the Bank of the United | 
States on the subject of the branch drafts, and 
dividends withheld, not heretofore communicated. 
Also, to inform the Senate whether the directors 
on the part of the Government have been refused 
access to the books and accounts of the institu- 
tion. 

Mr. TYLER presumed thaj no gentleman could 
have any objection to the passage of the resolu- 
tion—it was desirable that the information should 
be obtained. But he felt that it was due to the 
Committee on Finance to say that, if the honor- 
able gentleman who offered the resolution had 
waited a few days, the necessity of submitting it 
would have been entirely obviated. The subject 
of it had attracted the attention of the committee. 
It was of considerable importance, and in a few | 
daysa full report would be made on the subject by | 
the committee. 


TH 


|| quantity of land to the State of Missouri for ob- 


na same 


[ Mr. BENTON observed that, under the cir- | 
cumstances, he had no objection that the resolu- | 
tion lie on the table, and made a motion to that | 
effect; which prevailed. | 

PRIVATE BILLS. | 


The bill for the relief of Theodore Brightwell, | 
deceased, was taken up, as in Committee of the | 
Whole; and, 

On motion of Mr. KING, of Alabama, was | 
laid on the table. 

The bill for the relief of Colonel Gad iene’ 
at was taken up as in Committee of the | 

hole; and, 
On motion of Mr. TIPTON, was laid on the 
table. 


The bill to authorize an issue of scrip to offi- 
cers and non-commissioned officers of the revo- | 
lutionary war was taken up as in Committee of 
the Whole; and, 

On motion of Mr. TYLER, was referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 


The bill for the relief of Elijah Simmons was 
taken up as in Committee of the Whole; and, | 
On motion of Mr. MOORE, it was also referred | 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 


The bill authorizing an appropriation for pur- 
chasing the right to use Boyd Reilly’s patent ap- 
paratus for applying the Sscnplealsle and other 
gases to the human body, to be used in the Army 
and Navy, was taken up as in Committee of the 
Whole; and, 

On motion of Mr. NAUDAIN, it was referred 
to a select committee of five. 


On balloting for the committee, it appeared that 
Messrs. Naupain, Rospins, Kent, Prentiss, 








|| and Spracve, were chosen. 


SCHOOL LANDS. 


The bill authorizing a relinquishment of the 
| sixteenth sections, and the appropriation of other | 
lands in lieu thereof, for the use of schools, was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole; and, 

= motion of Mr. MOORE, it was laid on the 
| table. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 


Mr. WAGGAMAN gave notice that, on — 
morrow, he would ask leave to introduce a bill to | 
appropriate a sum of money to repair the United | 
States barracks at New Orleans. 

Mr. TIPTON, on leave given, introduced a| 
bill for the relief of Hiram A. Hunter; which was 


read the first time, and ordered to a second read- 
in 





Mr. BENTON gave notice that, on to-morrow, 
he would ask leave to introduce a bill to grant a | 


| jects of internal improvement. 
Also, a bill to reduce and graduate the price of 
the public lands of the United States. 


FRENCH SPOLIATIONS. 


Mr. WEBSTER, from the select committee 
appointed on the ee reported a bill to make 
compensation for spoliations upon American com- 
merce prior to 1800. 

Mr. |W. also gave notice that, on Wednesday 
next, he would call up the bill for consideration. 


UNITED STATES COURTS IN ALABAMA. 


Mr. KING, of Alabama, on leave given, intro- 
duced a bill to amend the act organizing the United 
States courts for the State of Alabama; which 
was read the first time, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
On motion of Mr. KING, the Senate proceeded | 


to the consideration of executive business. 
When the doors were opened, the Senate ad- 
journed. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. | 
Wenpnespay, December 10, 1834. 
Petitions and memorials were presented by— | 
| Mr. HUBBARD, of New Hampshire; | 
| Messrs. BRIGGS, PHILLIPS, OSGOOD, | 
GORHAM, and REED, of Massachusetts; 
Mr. PEARCE, of Rhode Island; 
[Mr. Pearce, of Rhode Island, presented the | 
| petition of John N. Reynolds, lately returned | 
| from a voyage of exploration in the Pacificocean, | 
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December 10, 


and on the northwest coast, praying that an ex- 
pedition may be fitted out to survey the islands 
and reefs in that ocean, and on that coast. The 
petition was recommended by both branches of 
the Legislature of Rhode Island; and Mr, P. 
stated that the Legislatures of several other 
States would join in the prayer of the memorial, 
as would the merchants and chambers of com- 


|| merce in the principal cities of the Union. To 


show the importance of the object in view, Mr. 
P. stated that there were now engaged in the 
whale fishery 132,000 tons of shipping; that there 
were employed 10,000 seamen, and that the busi- 
ness direct and indirect employed 170,000 tons of 
shipping, and more than 12,000 seamen; that 
more than one tenth part of our whole navigation 
was engaged in it, and the capital invested was 
$12,000,000. He further stated that the annual 
loss of property, upon the islands and reefs not 
laid down upon any chart, was fully equal to the 
expense of the expedition and survey requested. 

Messrs. WHITE, CAMBRELENG,, an 
CLARK, of New York; 

Messrs. CHAMBERS, BANKS, WAGENER, 
HARPER, and MILLER, of Pennsylvania; 

[Mr. Miter presented the petition of Captain 
John Smith, of the bogough of Carlisle, Penn- 
sylvania, praying that his name be entered onthe 
roll of the Pennsylvania line of the army of the 
Revolution as a first lieutenant, and that he may 
be entitled to the benefit of the several acts of 
Congress made for the benefit of the surviving 
officers of the army of the Revolution, according 
to the said rank.]} 

Mr. HEATH, of Maryland; 

Messrs. CHINN, BOULDIN, ROBERTSON, 
LOYALL, CLAIBORNE, and FULTON, of 
Virginia; 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina; 

Messrs. CLOWNEY and PINCKNEY, of 
South Carolina; 

Messrs. POPE, CHILTON, and LETCHER, 
of Kentucky; 

(Mr. Pore presented the petition of numerous 
inhabitants of Louisville, Kentucky, praying for 
the establishment of a district court at that place; 
which was referred to the Judiciary Commit- | 


-— 
r. BLAIR, of Tennessee; 

Mr. CRANE, of Ohio; 

_ Messrs. THOMAS and GARLAND, of Louis- 
iana; 

Messrs. LANE, EWING, and KINNARD, 
of Indiana; 

(Mr. Kiynarp presented the petitions and 
claims of Andrew Hoover and Scioto Evans, for 
certain horses lost while in the military service 
of the United States during the late war with the 
Indians on the frontiers of Illinois and Michigan 
Territory; which were referred to the Committee 
of Claims. 

Mr. K. also presented the petition and claim 
of the heirs of Humphrey Barret, praying com- 
pensation for property pressed into the military 
service of the United States during the war of the 
Revolution; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. Lane presented the petition of Richard 
Oliver, of Dearborn county, Indiana, praying to 
be placed on the pension roll.} : 

Mr. LYON, of Michigan; 

Which petitions and memorials were referred 
to the appropriate committees. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. CLAY, from the Committee on Public 
; Lands, submitted the following resolutions: 

| Resolved, That the bill to ot and graduate 
the price of the public lands, No. 92, reported at 
the late session, be made the special order of the 
day for the Ist Monday in January next. 

Resolved, That the bill to reduce and graduate 
the price of the public lands, reported at the late 
session, No. 92, and the report, No. 87, accom- 

nying the same, be printed for the use of the 

ouse. 

And, on motion of Mr. CLAYTON, five 
thousand extra copies of said report were ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. EWING suggested, that there was an 
amendment to the bill in relation to the public 
lands, and he desired that it should also be com- 
mitted with the original bill. 

Mr. CLAY had no objection. The amend- 








with the bill, as a matter of 


ment would go 
course. 

The resolutions were then agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. CLAYTON, five thousand | 
extra copies of the report of the Committee on | 
Public 

uating the price of the public lands, were or- 
ered to be printed. 

Mr. GILMER, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, moved that the bill to provide for the 
establishment of the Western Territory, and for 
the security and protection of the emigrants and 
other Indian tribes therein named, be made the 


special order of the day for the first Tuesday in | 


January; which was agreed to. 


On motion of Mr. GILMER, the foregoing bill | 


and amendments were ordered to be printed. 
RESOLUTIONS. 


The following resolution, submitted yesterday 
by Mr. Jarvis, was considered and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the President of the United 


States be requested to communicate to this House | 


any information he may possess respecting the 


burning of the building occupied by the Treasury | 


Department in 1833. 
The following resolution, offered by Mr. Hus- 
BARD, was ordered to lie on the table for one day: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be directed to communicate to the House of Rep- 
resentatives, as soon as practicable, copies of the 


correspondence, not heretofore communicated, | 
which has taken place between him and the Presi- || 


dent of the Bank of the United States, on the sub- 
ject of the branch drafts, and in relation to the 
claim made by the bank for damages, and the 
course pursued by that institution on account of 
the protest of the bill drawn on the French Gov- 
ernment by the Treasury Department. 


On motion of Mr. WHITE, of New York, it 
was 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 
Means be instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of providing by law for the establishment 
of a branch of the Mintof the United Statesat the 
city of New York. 


On motion of Mr. PARKER, it was 
Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 


instructed to inquire into the expediency of | 


making an appro 
river Passaic, in t 
the 
ark bay, and the Kill Vankull, to its termination 
in the bay of New York, with a view to improve 
the navigation thereof. 

On motion of Mr. WATMOUGH, it was 

Resolved, That an additional number of copies 
of the amendment to bill ee 334, with the ac- 
companying report regulating the pay of the 
ior of the United States, be ats 4 for the use 


riation for the survey of the 
e State of New Jersey, below 


f 


1 


nds, on the subject of reducing and || 


ort of Newark, and of the channel of New- | 
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further consideration of the bill to establish the 
| Territory of Huron. 
| Resolved, That the said bill be referred to the 
Committee on Territories. 

On motion of Mr. DUNLAP, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 


|| be instructed to inquire into the expediency of | actual settlement, and those who are cultivators 


|| establishing a third judicial district in the State 
|| of Tennessee, and of requiring the judge of the 
|| district of east and west Tennessee to hold one 
| or more terms of said court annually at the town 
|| of Jackson, in said State. 

On motion of Mr. DICKINSON, it was 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
| and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 


























|| expediency of establishing a post route from 
| Readyville, in Rutherford county, Tennessee, to 
|| Beech Grove, Bedford county. 


| 

'| On motion of Mr. PEYTON, it was 
|| Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce 
|| be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
| establishing a port of entry at Portageville, at the 
'| mouth of the Laurel, on the Cumberland river. 


On motion of Mr. VINTON, it was 
\| Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and ' 
|| Canals be instructed to inquire into the expe- 
'| diency of making an appropriation for the im- | 
|| provement of the navigation of the Ohio river 
comeen the city of Pittsburg and the falls of the 
| Ohio. 

On motion of Mr. MITCHELL, of Ohio, it | 
was 

Resolved, Thatthe Committee on Military Affairs | 
|| be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
'| establishing a national armory on the waters of 
the Muskingum river, in the State of Ohio. 


|| Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, moved the fol- | 
| lowing resolution; which lies on the table one day: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
|| be directed to report to this House the causes 
|| which have retarded the issuing patents in favor 
\| of claimants to lands in the State of Louisiana, 
'| which have been confirmed by virtue of the dif- | 
|| ferent acts of Congress which have been passed 
} for the adjustment of land claims within the said | 
| State. 
| 


| 





On motion of Mr. GARLAND, it was | 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
'| expediency of establishing a post route from the 
town of Opelousas, in the State of Louisiana, to 
oe by Washington, Holmesville,and the Bayou 
|| Rouge, to intersect the principal mail route from , 
|| New Orleans to Natchez at such pointas may be | 
|| deemed most convenient by the Postmaster Gen- 
‘| eral. 


|| On motion of Mr. GARLAND, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 


' 
j 


| 


} 


of this House. 


On motion of Mr. BURD, it was | 
Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and 
Canals be instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of causing a survey and examination of the 
os from Cumberland, Maryland, via Bed- 
ord, to Hollidaysburg, in Huntingdon county, 
Pennsylvania, with a view of connecting the 
Chesapeake and Ohio canal with the Pennsylva- 
nia canal, by a railroad or turnpike, between the 
points aforesaid; and if expedient, that said com- 
mittee be instructed to report a bill making a suit- 

able appropriation for said object. 


On motion of Mr. W. B. SHEPARD, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of | 
placing a light-boat in the thoroughfare between 
Albemarle and Pamlico sounds. 


On motion of Mr. PINCKNEY, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
constructing a breakwater at Sullivan’s Island, 
South Carolina, with a view to the preservation 
of the fort and other property thereon. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
erecting two small additional light-houses at the | 
bar of Charleston, South Carolina. 


E: motion of Mr. ALLAN, of Kentucky, it 


Resolved, That the Committee of the Whole 








1| 





| placing the buoys that were placed on the coast 


| tional quantity of land to the States of Ohio and 


the probab orOV 
through the falls of the Ohio river, and heretofore | 


| 


on the state of the Union be discharged from the || lington, Boone county, Kentucky, to Vergailles, in 


instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
making an appropriation for the purpose of re- | 


of Louisiana to mark out the channel from the | 
vicinity of the light-house’on Point an Fer into | 
the Atchafalaya Bay, which have been sunk, or 
been destroyed. 


On motion of Mr. HANNEGAN, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee of the Whole 
House be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of bill No. 349, being a bill to grant an addi- | 


Indiana, to aid in the construction of the Wabash | 
and Erie canal. 
Resolved, That the said bill be committed to the 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the. 


Union. 
On motion of Mr. CARR, it was 


Resolved, Thatall the memorials, petitions, &c., | 
| together with an estimate made by Captain Henry 


Shrieves, by order of the Secretary of War, of 


le cost of improving the navigation 
referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals, 
be again so referred, and that said Committee be 


instructed to inquire into the expediency of making | 
an appropriation for the above-named purpose, | 


with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 
On motion of Mr. LANE, it was 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
ropriety of establishing a post route from Bur- 


~ 
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county, Indiana, by the way of Rising Sun, 
in the county of Dearborn. : 

On motion of Mr. LANE, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 


Ripiey 


of 
for 


be instructed to inquire into the propriet 
permitting any persons not owners of lan 


and owners of land, to add to his or her farms, to 
enterany quantity of the public land, at fifty cents 
per acre, not exceeding one quarter section, pro- 
vided such land shall have been offered at public 
sale, and been — to entry for twenty years 


or upwards, and shall remain unsold at the time 
of such entry. 


On motion of Mr. KINNARD, it was 
_ Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
amending the act entitled ‘*An act to provide for 
the payment of claims for property lost, captured, 
or destroyed by the enemy while in the military 
service of the United States during the late war 
with the Indians on the frontiers of Illinois ana 
Michigan Territory,’’ approved 30th June, 1834, 
so as to apply the provisions of said act to prop- 
erty lost in said service belonging to other per- 
sons besides ‘* volunteers, rangers, and cavalry.’ 


The following resolution, offered by Mr. Ew- 
1NG, was ordered to lie on the table for one day: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be directed to transmit, or cause to be trans- 
mitted, to this House a list of such land claims 
heretofore noted by, or presented to, the com- 
missioners authorized to receive and adjust the 
same, as may have been decided unfavorably, 
and not yet satisfied, in the Vincennes land dis- 


trict, with the foundation of the claims and de- 


cisions in brief, and such documents in relation 
to the subject-matter as he may control and deem 
proper. 

On motion of Mr. CASEY, it was 

Resolved, Thatthe Committee on Public Lands 
be instructed to inquire into the justice and ex- 
pediency of granting three hundred and twenty 
acres of land to the widow and heirs of each per- 
son killed by the Indians on the frontiers of 


‘| linois and Michigan in 1832. 


On motion of Mr. MAY, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee of Public Lands 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a surveyor general’s office in the 
State of Illinois, and of appointing a surveyor 
general whose duties shall be confined exclu- 
sively to that State. 


On motion of Mr. REYNOLDS, it was 
Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of mak- 
ing an appropriation to establish a marine hos- 
ital at or near the mouth of the Ohio river, in 
llinois. 


On motion of Mr. CLAY, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
authorizing registers and receivers of land offices 
to administer all oaths connected with the sale or 
entry of the public lands. 


On motion of Mr. MURPHY, it was 

Resolved, That the reports Nos. 2, 3, and 4 of 
the register and receiver of the land office at St. 
Stephen, in the State of Alabama, acting as com- 
missioner under the third section of the act of 
Congress of the 2d of March, 1829, entitled ‘An 


‘| act confirming the reports of the register and 


receiver of the land office for the district of St. 
Stephen, in the State of Alabama, and for other 
ses,’’ be referred to the Committee on Pub- 
nds. 


On motion of Mr. MARDIS, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 

rmitting ail settlers on the public lands of the 
United States, who would have been entitled to 
enter their improvements at Government price 
under the provisions of the existing preémption 
laws, and who were prevented from so doing in 
consequence of the Government of the United 
|| States selecting their settlements to satisfy Indian 
claims to reservations, to enter one hundred and 
sixty acres of the public domain in the proper 
land district, free from charge, except office fees. 


On motion of Mr. BULL, it was 
Resolved, ‘That the Committce on the Post Office 
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and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a mail route from th e 
town of Richmond, Ray county, to Penniston’s, 
on Grand river, in said county. 


On motion a Mr. ASHLEY, it was 

Resolved, That bill No. 451, providing for the 
improvement of the harbor of St. Louis, be made 
the order of the day for Thursday weck, the 18th 
instant, 

On motion of Mr. LYON, of Michizan, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and 
Canals be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of making appropriations for connecting, by 
a ship canal, the navigable part of the River 
Raisin with Lake Erie, and for removing the bar 
at the mouth of Clinton river, in Michigan Ter- 
ritory. 

On motion of Mr. LYON, of Michigan, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the e xp dic ney of erect- 
ing a light-house at the mouth of Detroit river, 
one at the mouth of Kalamazoo river, and one at 
the mouth of Grand river, in the Territory of 


Michigan. 

Mr. WHITE, of Florida, moved the following 
resolution: which lies on the table one day: 

Resoived, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to report to this lLiouse what pregress has been 
made in the repairs of the fort, and the conetruc- 
tion of the sea-wall, at St. Augustine, Florida; 
and what further sum wall be required to complete 
the same; with the report and estimate of the 
engineer charged with that work. 

Mr. FOSTER moved the following resolution; 
which lies on the table one day: 

Resolved, That the President of the United 
States be requested to communicate to this House 
(if not, in his opiniop, incompatible with the 
public interest) any communication 
mene nee which may have taken place between 
our Minister at Paris and t 
ment, or between the Minister from France and 
this Government, and the Secretary of State, on 


the subject of the refusal of the French Govern- 
ment to make provision for the execution of the | 
United States and | 


treaty concluded between the 
France on the 4th of July, 1831. 
On motion of Mr. JARVIS, it was 
Resolved, 


viding by law that the ships and vessels of the 


United States be registered, enrolled, and licensed | 
enrollments, and 


anew, and that the 
licenses under twenty tons, be required to contain, 
in addition to the names of the 
vessels, the share which each owner may have 
therein; the said documents to be issued instead 
of those now in use, without expense to the owners 
of the vessels. 


registers, 


Mr. POPE moved to discharge the Committee 
of the Whole House from the 
bill No, 342, 
Portland canal,’’ and to refer the 
Committee of the Whole on 
Union. 

Mr. P. observed, that his whole 
mitt ing the motion was to insure a vote U 
bill at the present session. 
forbearance of the House, but the measure was 
one of such vital interest to his constituents and 
the whole western country, that he felt compelled 


same to the 


upon the 


to sacrifice any scruples he might feel onthathead | 


to the demand of public duty. He briefly stated 


that the bill was reported at the last session of | 
Congress, but, like all others of the same nature, | 
The object | 


remained on the Calendar untouched. 
of the bill wastoenable the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to purchase, in the name of the United States, 
the private stock in the Louisville and Portland 
Canal Company, and to relieve the navigation of 
the canal from any tax or toll except what was 
necessary to keep it in good repair. He stated that 


the Government now owned nearly one third of | 


the stock of the company, and he hoped to be able 
to show, on a fit occasion, that itshould purehs Ase 
the remainder. He would only say at this time 


that thirteen States (including New York, Penn- | 


sylvania, Maryland, and Virginia,) were deeply 
interested in the passage of this bill. He ex- 
pressed the hope, that inasmuch as the object of 
the bill was to relieve from injurious and dis- 
tressing eXactions the commerce of so large a 


or corre- | 


the French Govern- | 


That the Committee on Commerce be | 
instructed to ht nquire into the e xpe diene y of pro- | 


owners of the | 


consideration of 
*‘in relation to the Louisville and | 


the state of the 
object in sub- | 


He disliked to tax the | 
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portion of the United States, that the House 
would indulge him, by yielding its support to 
the motion he had made. 

‘The motion prevailed, 

Mr. CHILTON submitted the following reso- 
luton: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and 
Canals be instructed to inquire into the justice 
and expediency of making an appropriation of a 
portion of the public funds to aid the States of 
Kentucky and ‘Tennessee in the improvement of 
the road leading from the city of Louisville, in 
the State of Kentucky, to Nashville, in the State 
of Tennessee. 

A count being called for on agreeing to the res- 
olution, 

Mr. CHILTON said that the object of his 
motion was perhaps misunderstood by the House. 
it propose “ld only an inquiry, which the Hous: 
was in the practice of granting to every gentle- 
man. The road from “Louisville to Nashville, 
was pe rhaps one of greater imports ince than any 
other west of the Alle ghany mountains. A most 
extensive commerce was carried on between the 
cities indicated in his resolution, and this road 
was one of the principal mail routes between 
Washington Cityand New Orleans. It was con- 
nected with the national or eee road, 
and its improve ment was a matter of dee p in- 
terest to the citizens of Kentucky and Tennessee. 
In times of low water an immense part of the 
trade of East Tennessee and the southern part of 
Kentucky passed over the road in question. 
The proposed inquiry involved no new principle, 
and he trusted that there would be no objection 
to it. 

‘The question was then taken; and the resolu- 
lion was rejected—yeas 72, nays 88. 


REPORT FROM ENGINEER DEPARTMENT. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter 


from the Secretary of War, inclosing a report | 


from the engineer department, in relation to the 
repairs made upon the Cumberland road; which, 
on motion of Mr. Tuomson, was laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 


CENSUS OF MICHIGAN AND ARKANSAS. 


On motion of Mr. SEVIER, the bill to provide 
for taking a census of the inhabitants of Mich- 
igan and Arkansas Territories was made the 
special order of the day for Thursday the 18th 
instant; and Mr. 8S. 
bill came up for consider: ation, he should move to 
amend it. The amendment, on his motion, was 
ordered to be printed. 


ELECTION OF CHAPLAIN. 


The House, pursuant to order, proceeded to 
the election of Chaplain. 


Mr. WARDWELL nominated the Rev. Mr. 
Smith. 

Mr. POLK nominated the Rev. Mr. Copp. 

Mr. CHINN nominated the Rev. Mr. Slicer. 


Mr. ‘THOMAS, of Louisiana, nominated the 
Rev. Mr. Ungerer. 

Mr. DEBERRY nominated the Rev. Mr. Me- 
Keever. 

Messrs. Warpwe.L, Po_x, Cuinn, Tuomas 


of Louisiana, and Deserry, were appointed tell- | 
counting the votes, announced || 


ers; who, after 

the following result: 
Mr. Copp. ...cercsccccsccccerccvccscc cde 
Bar. BROT. cas o:sr0.00s0000605e0atos Ole 
DM 0. Bantthh ccc you's svdnnddcere ees oe nbc 
PGS tT) ORO kbc xhd etvke Bh ORS OS CAND 
ee eee Te ee eee 
Bile. Palio’ snn4scs OS dEd 0 chs Besecdene DB 
Mie: Messiaen. sinstanccmede ied eta 
Mrs. Royall. ...cccccccccccccccccccsess & 
PAC. SERED. no ciks 68 hada wHldKs ones aay E 
Mr. Sergeant. ....cccccssccccceccessocs | 


Se a SO a a ee ee 


There being no choice, the House proceeded to | 


ballot a second time; previous to which, Mr. 


HARPER, of New Hampshire, nominated the | 
The following was the | 


Rev. Mr. Stockton. 
result: 


-- 


Mr. Copp. . sisi coc ccccdce cbs oceessseetd 


RE. Bante 6 6 ons 6s siccsticcd iwidvéce ceed 
DE r M00. wn or 6:0 csc ve dice ccs cdeveu COU 
BAG, Genera vs oiks oc ce pce su desee. se VSD 
Mr BeBe ver «ox ci ceed cscs decvvesse AM 


gave notice that when the | 
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Mr. Rvektont 607.28. 2 OR LEO. 
Mr. Pal(rey...... 
Mr. Post. ec eccecns 
hs 


MY. 5 60s OS i ee 


ee ee ee 


pnt bet oh CO 


No person having a majority, the Lfouse pro- 
cecded to ballot a third time; when the vote stood 
as follows: 

Mr. 

Mr. 


COpp.a..9.00.9.09.0 0.0,.0.000 seed geneieic ol 
2} Spa peeteated sr elivrenpa lh aineenpaaeenigitig: 
ULE MNREEEs = octal a acne 0s cin see mene 
a ee 
ne ee 
a a ln tel ei ae 
Td aUeEe «0's tana adevenmediiediinn adil 
ee 
There still being no choice, 


Mr. DAVENPORT moved an adjournment; 

which was lost. 

The House then proceeded to ballot a fourth 

time; which dail ab follows: 
Mr. NIE» 60 ncennn tones 40 8 onahacarasae 
Mr. C LOPP rv ceeecereeesterceeerecece ce eli 
a heal aa ates ko ones tl ao aad 
Mr. Pa re a as 4 
Sy NR on ee aees deed cac ie 
a eee eae 


Pee oe = i's 


~ 


Mr. Smith, of Washington city, having a ma- 
ority of votes, was declared by the Speaker 


| duly elected Chaplain for the session. 


On motion of Mr. McKIM, the House then 


adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, December 11, 1834. 


The Senate proceeded to the special order of 
the day, being the election of the Standing Com- 
mittees. 


The VICE PRESIDENT announced that the 


| several chairmen would be first chosen; and the 


ballots being taken the result was as follows: 

For the Committee on F oreign Relations, Mr. 
Cray was elected. 

For the Committee on Finance, Mr. WesstTeR 
was elected. 

For the Committee on Commerce, Mr. SinsBer 
was elected. 

For the Committee on Manufactures, Mr. Fre- 
LINGHUYSEN was elected. 

For the Committee on Agriculture, Mr. Brown 


' was elected. 


For the Committee on Military Affairs, Mr. 
Benton was elected. 

For the Committee on the Militia, Mr. Rosry- 
son was elected. 

For the Committee on Naval Affairs, Mr. 
SovurHarp was elected. 

For the Committee on Private Land Claims, 
Mr. Brack was elected. 

For the Committee on Indian Affairs, Mr. 


|| Wuire was elected. 


lor the Committee on Claims, Mr. Beit was 


| elected. 


For the Committee on the Judiciary, Mr. Ciay- 


| ‘TON was elected. 


For the Committee on Roadsand Canals, Mr. 
Henpricks was elected. 

For the Committee on Pensions, Mr. Tomiin- 
son was elected. 

lor the Committee on the District of Columbia, 
Mr. Tyxer was elected. 

For the Committee on Revolutionary Claims, 
Mr. Moore was elected. 

For the Committee on the Contingent Expenses 
of the Senate, Mr. Knicur was elected. 

For the Committee on Engrossec Bills, Mr. 
SHEePLeEY was elected. 

The Senate then proceeded to ballot for the re- 
maining members of the several committees; 
when it t appeared that— 

For the Committee on Foreign Relations, 
Messrs. Kina of Georgia, Maneum, SPRAGUE, 
and TaLLMapGeE, were elected. 

For the Commi‘tee on Finance, Messrs. 
Wricut, Tyrer, Maxcvm, and Ewine, were 
elected. 

For the Committee on Commerce, Messrs. 
Kine of Alabama, Spracve, Waccaman, and 
Wrient, were elected. 

For the Committee on Manufactures, Messrs. 
Kwicut, Morris, Prentiss, and TyLer, were 


,, elected. 
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For the Committee on Agriculture, Messrs. 
Kent, Rosinson, Merais, and Swirr, were 
elect d. 

tor the Committee on Military Affairs, Messrs. 
Tipron, Crayton, Kine of Alabama, and Pres- 
ron, were elected. 

for the Committee on the Militia, Messrs. 
Henpricxs, Waccaman, McKeay, and Swirt, 
were elected. 

For the Committee on Naval Affairs, Messrs. 
Biss, Rospins, Tartmapce, and biack, were 
elected, . 

For the Committee on Private Land Claims, 
Messrs. Naupain, Kane, Porter, and Suepcey, 
were elected. 

For the Committee on Indian Affairs, Messrs. 
Frevincuvysen, Tieton, Swirt, and Sourn, 
were elected, 

For the Committee on Claims, Messrs. Nav- 
pain, Brown, Tipton, and Suepitey, were 
elected. 

For the Committee on the Judiciary, Messrs. 
Leicu, Preston, Smitu, and Bett, were elected. 

Forthe Committee on Roads and Canal, Messrs. 
Kent, Rogpsixs, Ropinson, and McKean, were 
elected. 

For the Committee on Pensions, Messrs. Tatt- 
maDGE, Mclean, Prentiss, and Preston, were 
elected. 

For the Committee on the District of Colum- 
bia, Messrs. Kent, Biss, Tomuinson, and Soutu- 
ARD, were elected, 

For the Committee on Revolutionary Claims, 
Messrs. Smitu, Wuite, Leieu, and FrRe.inc- 
HUYSEN, were elected. 

For the Committee on the Contingent Expenses 
of the Senate, Messrs. Tomiinson and Morris 
were elected. 

For the Committee on Engrossed Bills, Measrs. 
Robinson and Morris were elected. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 


Mr. CLAY gave notice that on Monday next : 


he would ask leave to introduce a bill to provide 
for the distribution of the sales of the publie lands 
for a limited time among the several Siates. 

Mr. BENTON gave notice-that on Monday 
next he would introduce a proposiuon to alter 


the Constitution of the United States, as relates | 


to the election of the Presidentand Vice President 
of the United States. 

Mr. b. also gave notice that on Monday next 
he wou'd ask leave to introduce a bill to grant a 
township of land to a university in Missouri. 


Mr. EWING gave notice that on Monday 


next he woudd ask leave io introduce a bill to im- 
prove the harbor at the mouth of the river Raisin. 


REFERENCE OF THE PRESIDENT’ S MESSAGE. 

On motion of Mr. CLAY, so much of the Pres- 
ident’s message as relates to foreign affairs was 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

On motion of Mr. WEBSTER, so much of the 
message as relates to the revenue was referred to 
the Committee on Finance. 

On motion of Mr. SOUTHARD, so much of 
the message as relates to naval affairs was referred 
to the committee on that subject. 


On motion of Mr. SILSBEE, so much of the 
message as relates to commerce was referred to | 


the committee on that subject. 


On motion of Mr. TOMLINSON, so much of 


the message as relates to pensions was referred 
to the committee on that subject. 


On motion of Mr. HENDRICKS, so much of 
the message as relates to internal improvements || 
was referred to the Committee on Roads and Ca- || 


nals. 


On motion of Mr. WHITE, so much of the | 
message as relates to Indian affairs was referred | 


to the committee on that subject. 


Mr. POINDEXTER said he would move that | 
ublic | 
ublic 
Lands, but there was nothing in the message on 


so much of the message as relates to the 
lands be referred to the Committee on 


that subject. 
BILLS INTRODUCED. 


_Mr. BENTON, on leave given, introduced a | 
and to the State of 


bill to grant a quantity of 
Missouri for objects of internal improvement. 


. Also, a bill to reduce and graduate the price of 
the public lands of the United States; which were 


severally 
second reading. 


rer 





yd the first time, and ordered to a || 


BILLS REFERRED. 

On» motion of Mr. EWLNG, the bill to settle 
and establish the northern boundary line of the 
State of Ohio was taken up, and referred to the 
Judiciary Committee. 

On motion of Mr. KING, of Alabama, the bill 
the United States courts for the 
State of Alabama was taken up, and referred to 
the same committee. 

The Senate then adjourned 


to reorganize 


to Monday next. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuenspay, December 11, 1834. 


Petitions and memorials were presented by 

Messrs. BATES and REED, of Massachusetts. 

Mr. BURGES, of Rhode Island. 

Mr. ALLEN, of Vermont. 

Messrs. WHITE, CAMBRELENG, and 
DIC KSON, of New York. 

Messrs. WATMOUGH and McKENNAN, 
of Pennsylvania. 

Messrs. JOHNSON and McKIM, of Mary- 
land. : 

Mr. SPEIGHT, of North Cerolina. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky. 

Messrs. POLK, DICKINSON, and JOHN- 


_ SON, of Tennessee. 


Messrs. MITCHELLand McLENE, of Ohio. 
Mr. THOMAS, of Louisiana. 

Mr. CAGE, of Mississippi. 

Mr. REYNOLDS, of Illinois. 

Messrs. LEWIS and MURPILY, of Alabama. 
Which memorials and petitions were appro- 

priately reterred. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. WATMOUGH, from the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of 
Elizabeth May; which was read twice, and com- 
mitted. 

Mr. WHITE, of New York, from the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs, reported a bill amend- 
atory of the act in addition to the several acts for 
the orgaization of the Treasury, War, and Navy 
Departments; which was read twice, and com- 
mitted to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

Mr. WARDWELL, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions, reported a bill for the 
relief of Daniel Cave: which was read twice, and 


| committed. 


RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED. 


The following resolutions, submitted yester- 
day, were considered, and agreed to: . 

By Mr. Hussarp: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be directed to communicate to the House of Rep- 
sentatives, as soon as practicable, copies of the 
correspondence, not heretofore communicated, 
which has taken place between him and the 
president of the Bank of the United States, on 
the subject of the branch drafts, and in relation 
to the claim made by the bank for damages, and 

_ the course pursued by that institution on account 
_ of the protest of the bill drawn on the French 
Government by the Treasury Department. 


By Mr. Wuire, of Florida: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to report to this House what progress has been 
made in the repairs of the fort, and the construc- 
tion of the sea-wall, at St Augustine, Florida; 
and what further sum will be required to com- 


the engineer charged with that work. 


By Mr. Jounson, of Louisiana: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be directed to report to this House the causes 


which have becn confirmed by virtue of the dif- 

| ferent acts of Congress which have been passed 
for the adjustment of land claims within the said 

| State. 

3y Mr. Ewine: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasur 

| bedirected to transmit, or cause to be transmitted, 

| to this-House, a list of all such land claims here- 
tofore noted by, or presented to, the commission- 
ers authorized to receive and adjust the same, as 


|, sauusfied, in tae Vincennes land district, with 


plete the same; with the report and estimate of 


may have been decided unfavorably, and not yet 


which have retarded the issuing patents in favor | 
of claimants to lands in the State of Louisiana, | 
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‘ascertained and published, and that no new light- 





29 


tite foundation of the claims and the decisions in 
brief, and such documents in relation te the sub- 
ject-matter, as he may control and deem proper. 

The following resolution, submitied yesterday 
by Mr. Fosrer, was taken wp: ; p 

Resolved, That the President of the United 
States be requested to commuuitcate to this House 
(if not, in his opinion, Incompatible with the pub- 
lic interest,) any communication oF correspond 
ence which may have taken place between our 
Minister at Paris and the French Government, 
or between the Minister from France to this Gov- 
ernment and the Secretary of State, on the sub- 
ject af the refusal of the French Government to 
make provision for the exeeution of the. treaty 
concluded between the United States and France 
on the 4th of July, 1831. 

Mr. FOSTER said that he understood the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs had recendly received 
a communication from the Secretary of State on 
the subject embraced in the resolution, and that 
additional information was expected by that com- 
mittee. He would, therefore, move to lay the 
resolution on the table for the present; which was 
agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. JARVIS, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of pro- 
viding by law that in the survey of the coast of 
the United States, now in progress, the latitudes 
and longitudes of every light-house be carefully 


house shall hereafter be erected, till a report is 
made in respect to its public benefit by the two 
collectors and the commander of the navy-yard 
nearest the proposed site, in conformity with the 
recommendation of the Seerctary of the Treasury 
in his annual report on the state of the finances. 

On motion of Mr. PEARCE, it was . 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce 
be instructed to inquire into the expedien y of 
making anappropriation fora light-house en Paw- 


poose Squaw Point, a place near to, but below, 
the port of Bristol, in the State of Rhode Island; 
and that the peution and papers relative to the 
same, presented at the last session, be again re- 
ferred to said committee, 
On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, it was 
Resolved, That the report from the Seeretary 
of the ‘Treasury, in relation to the bridge across 
the Potomac, be referred to tae Committee of 
Claims. 
Mr. BURGES offered the following resolution; 
which, under the rule, lies over one day: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the ‘Treasury 
Department be directed to send to this House, in 
a tabular form, the amount of money paid into 
the marine hospital fund by all seamen in the 
mercantile service in the district of Providence, 
in the district of Newport, and in the district of 
Bristol, respectively, in the Rhode Island district, 
from the commencement of the present Govern- 
ment of the United States, up to the time when 
that fund was by lagw placed at the disposal of the 
President. Also, the like amount, in like form, 
paid by said seamen after that time and before 
the commencement of the year 1828; and, also, 
the like amount, in like form, paid since that 
time; together with the several sums expended 
in each of said districts, respectively, for the re- 
lief of sick and disabled seamen; showing the 
balance due to or from said fund in each of said 
districts, respectively, at the several times afore- 
said, if any, and how the same may have been 
| disposed of, 
On motion of Mr. HARD, it was 
Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and 
Canals be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of making an appropriation to construct a 
pier in the Niagara river, near Young’s Town, 
in the State of New York. 
On motion of Mr. BINNEY, it was 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of pro- 
viding by law for designating jurors to serve in 
the courts of the United States, in each State, 
according to the mode now practiced in the high- 
est courts of law in the respective States. 
On motion of Mr. BURD, it was 
Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions be instructed toinquire into the expediency 
of increasing the pension of William Kellar, 
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of Bedford county, Pennsylvania, late an officer |! papers or documents in his possession, not hith- | Mobile Point, it being found, as is alleged, that 
erto communicated, relating to the establishment | the present light-house is too small to secure the 
of a naval depot at Charleston, South Carolina. | 


of the Army of the United States, so as to grant 
him a pension from the time when he was 
wounded, or to allow him the pension of a com- 
missioned officer wounded in said service. 

The following resolution, offered by Mr. Mc- 
KENNAN, was ordered to lie on the table one 
day: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to transmit to this House any communication 


he may have received from the commissioner || 


appointed by the States of Maryland, Pennsyl- 
vania, and Virginia, to receive the portions 
of the Cumberland road within the limits of 
those States respectively; and to erect toll gates 
thereon, and to furnish an estimate of the amount 
of money which may be necessary to complete 
the repairs of the said road, agreeably to the re- 


quisitions of the laws of said States which have || 


received the assent of Congress. Also that he in- | 


form the House what is the condition of the 
masonry on the road, how many inches of metal 
have been put on that part of it which has been 
located anew, under the act of Congress, and upon 
that part which lies between the Monongahela 
and Ohio rivers. 
is, in his opinion, necessary to make a permanent 
and substantial road upon the — which has 
been adopted in its repair, by the Department. 


On motion of Mr. CHINN, it was 
Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce 


be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 


lacing a floating light at Ragged Point, on the 
etetiin river, and also a floating light on Bon- 
ler’s Rock, on the Rappahannock river. 


On motion of Mr. SPEIGHT, it was 


And also what depth of metal | 


On motion of Mr. ALLAN, of Kentucky, it _ 


was 
Resolved, That the Committée on Public Lands 


be instructed to inquire into the expediency of | 


granting to Transylvania University a township 
_ of the public lands, 


On motion of Mr. PATTERSON, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee ce be | : ; 
‘ inmeienan Semuneree De || beaten provinces, 


| instructed to inquire into the expediency of con- 
structing a beacon light at the mouth of Sandusky 


bay, in the State of Ohio, and that the petitions || 
presented at the last session on that subject be | 


| referred to that committee, 

On motion of Mr. POLK, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
allowing interest on the amount of aclaim granted 
to the legal representatives of James Brown, de- 
ceased, at the last session of Congress. 
_ On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, 
it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of 


making an appropriation to remove the obstruc- || 
tions to the navigation of vessels in the river La || 


| Fouche, in the State of Louisiana, and to deepen 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Of- | 


fice and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into 
the expediency ne post route from 
Beaufort, by Portsmouth, to 
the State of North Carolina. 


On motion of Mr. WILLIAM B. SHEPARD, | 


it was 


Resolved, That the memorial and other docu- §| 
ments relating to Roanoke Inlet, now on the files | 


of this House, and hitherto never definitely acted 
on, be committed to the Committee on Commerce, 
with instructions to inquire into the expediency 
of a survey of said inlet. 


On motion of Mr. DEBERRY, it-was 


diency of so amending the pension act of 7th June, 
1832, as to extend its provisions to artisans and 
wagoners who were employed in the public ser- 
vice in the revolutionary war. 


The following resolution,offered by Mr. WIL- 
LIAMS, was ordered to lie on the table for one 
day: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be directed to communicate to this House the 
number of land offices and land districts in the 
United States; the time when they were estab- 
lished respectively; the quantity of land sold or 


cracoke Island, in | 


the harbor at the mouth of that river. 


On motion of Mr. LANE, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolution- 
ary Pensions be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of placing the name of William Kerr, 
of Dearborn county, Indiana, a revolutionary 
soldier, on the pension roll, 


On motion of Mr. McCARTY, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and | 


Canals be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of a grant of each alternate section of the 
unappropriated public land on each side of a road 
leading from Lawrenceburg, by Fort Wayne, in 
Indiana, to White Pigeon, in Michigan Territory, 
to be applied to the construction of said road; and 
also of a like appropriation for a road leading from 
| Oxford, in Ohio, by Liberty, Milton, New Castle, 
Muncytown, and the Forks of the Wabash, in 
Indiana, to Lake Michigan, in Michigan Terri- 
tory, at or near the mouth of the Big St. Joseph 


|| river. 
Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary | 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expe- | 


remaining unsold; and the amount of money | 


received in each district; and the expense of 


keeping up the land system in each State where || 


it exists. 
On motion of Mr. BARRINGER, it was 


Resolved, That the memorial of R. M. Saun- | 
ders and others, on behalf of the justices of the | 


court of common pleas and quarter sessions 
for the county of Ww 

Carolina, praying for an appropriation of a sum 
of money in aid of building a court-house in the 
city of Raleigh, for the accommodation of the 
circuit court of the United States for said dis- 
trict, and referred to the Judiciary Committee at 
the last session, be again referred to said com- 
mittee, 


On motion of Mr. PINCKNEY, it was 


Resolved, That the usual number of copies of | 


the report of the Naval Committee, presented at 
the last session, respecting the establishment of a 
naval depot at Charleston, South Carolina, with 


all the accompanying documents, be printed for | 


the use of this House. 

Mr. PINCKNEY, by consent, submitted the 
following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be 
requested to communicate to this House any 


ake, in the State of North | 


On motion of Mr. KINNARD, it was 
Resolved, That the Committee on Private Land 
Claims be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
/ency of making provision 
to purchasers of the ro lands the overplus of 
purchase money paid by them in cases where it 
| shall ap 


| deficiency in the number of acres patented to such 
| purchasers. 


| On motion of Mr. MAY, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
extending the right of preémption to all persons 
| now settled upon, or that may hereafter become 
| settlers upon, any of the public lands of the Uni- 

ted States not heretofore offered at public sale. 
Mr. CLAY, by consent, moved the following 


resolution: 


be directed to report to this House— 


| Territories. 
2d. What portion remains unsold, and subject 





—_ and speedy entrance of vessels into Mobile 
ay. 
On motion of Mr. ASHLEY, it was 
Resolved, Thatthe Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of allow- 
ing drawbacks on all goods, wares, and merchan- 
dise of foreign growth and manufacture, subject 
_to the payment of duties, transported by land 
through the interior of the United States to the 
And also upon merchan- 
| dise of foreign manufacture, intended for Indian 


|| trade west of the von Mountains, and within 
e 


| the supposed limits of the territory of the United 
| States. And that the said committee be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of establishing a 
port of entry at Port Independence, in the county 
of Jackson, Missouri. 


On motion of Mr. GARLAND, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
providing by law for the adjustment of the titles 
for lands in the State of Louisiana, claimed under 
grants to the Baron Bastrop, the Marquis de Mai- 
son Rouge, Samuel Davenport, and others. 


On motion of Mr. LYON, of Michigan Terri- 
tory, it was 
esolved, That the Committee on Roads and 
Canals be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
_ency of laying out and constructing a road through 
| the public lands of the United States, from Fort 
Gratiot, at the foot of Lake Huron, to the rapids 
_ of Grand river, and from the mouth of Milwaukee 
river, on the west side of Lake Michigan, to some 
suitable point on the Ouisconsin or Mississippi 
rivers, 


Mr. CHILTON submitted the following reso- 


|| lution: 


y law for refunding | 


ar to the satisfaction of the Commis- | 
|| sioner of the General Land Office that there is a | 


| Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and 
| Canals be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
lency of extending a lateral branch of the great 
| national road, usually called the Cumberland 
| road, diverging therefrom at some suitable point 
_in the State of Ohio, passing thence through the 
| States of Kentucky, Tennessee, and Alabama, in 
| the direction to New Orleans, in the State of Lou- 
isiana. 
The question being taken on agreeing thereto, 
it was decided in the negative—yeas 68, nays 116; 
as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. John Q. Adams, Chilton Al- 
lan, William Allen, Ashley, Banks, Barnitz, 
Baylies, Beaty, Binney, Blair, Boon¥Briggs, Bull, 
Burges, Casey, Chaney, Chilton, William Clark, 
Coulter, Crane, Crockett, Amos Davis, Denny, 
| Evans, Edward Everett, Horace Everett, Ewing, 
|| Fillmore, Garland, Hard, Hardin, James Harper, 
| Hawes, Hazeltine, Janes, William C. Johnson, 
Richard M. Johnson, Henry Johnson, Lane, 

Letcher, Love, Lucas, Martindale, McCarty, 

McKennan, McKim, Mercer, Milligan, Miner, 
Robert Mitchell, Dutee J. Pearce, Phillips, Pope, 
| Potts, Reed, Reynolds, Slade, Sloane, Steele, 
| Philemon Thomas, Tompkins, Turner, Vance, 
| Vinton, Watmough, Elisha Whittlesey, Wilson, 





| and Young—68. 

‘| NAYs—Messrs. John Adams, Anthony, Arch- 
|, er, Barber, Barringer, Beale, Bean, Beardsley, 
|| Brown, Burns, Bynum, Cambreleng, Campbell, 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury '| Carr, Chambers, Chinn, Claiborne, Samuel Clark, 


Clay, Clowney, Connor, Cramer, Day, Deberry, 


Ist. What quantity of public land has been || Dickerson, Dickinson, Felder, Ferris, Forester, 
offered at public sale in the several States and || Foster, Fowler, Philo C. Fuller, William K. Ful- 


| ler, Fulton, Galbraith, Gamble, Gholson, Gillet, 
} Gilmer, Gordon, Graham, Griffin, Joseph Hall, 


_to private entry, in the States and Territories || Thomas H. Hall, Halsey, Joseph M. Harper, 


_ respectively, and how long the same has been so 
| subject in each. 

| 3d. What portion of the public land, offered 
_ and not sold at auction, has since been bought at 
|| private sale. 

4th. What quantity of public land has been 


|| Harrison, Hawkins, Henderson, Howell, Hub- 
|| bard, Inge, William Jackson, Jarvis, Noadiah 
| Johnson, Cave Johnson, Kavanagh, Kilgore, 
|| King, Kinnard, nan, Laporte, Luke Lea, 
| Thomas Lee, Loyall, Abijah Mann, Joel K, 
'|| Mann, Manning, Mardis, John Y. Mason, Moses 


| sold, and for what sum, in each year, from the || Mason, May, Mclntire, McKinley, McLene, 


| year 1822 inclusive. 


| amount received therefor. - 


| On motion of Mr. MURPHY, it was 
Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce 


|| MeVean, Miller, Henry Mitchell, Moore, Mor- 


| Sth. And the number of acres in each State 1 gan, Muhlenberg, Murphy, Osgood, Parks, Par- 
and Territory, the number sold in each, and the | ker, Patton, Patterson, Peyton, Pickens, Frank- 


Polk, Ramsay, 
Shinn, Smith, 
Taylor, Francis 


| lin Pierce, Pierson, Pinckney, 
Robertson, ae 
William P. 


|| Rencher, 
Speight, Standefer, 


| be instructed te inquire into the expediency of || Thomas, Thomson, Trumbull, Turrill, Tweedy, 
| erecting a larger and more suitable Jight-house at | Van Houten, Wagener, Wardwell, Webster, 
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White, Frederick Whittlesey, Williams, and 
Wise—116. 

Mr. CROCKETT submitted the following reso- 
Jution; which was rejected without a count: 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Roads and 
Canals be instructed to inquire, and report to this 
House, whether the improvement of the naviga- 
tion of Obion, Fork Deer, and Hatche rivers, 
would be a national object, and if so, what would 
be the probable cost of removing the obstructions 
to the head of navigation of said rivers. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Kentucky, submitted the 
following resolution: aie 

Resolved, That the Committee on the District 
of Columbia be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of abolishing imprisonment for debt. 


Mr. J. asked the favor of the House to permit 
him to make a very few remarks in explanation 
of his course on this subject, and in elucidation 
of the measure which he had presented for con- 
sideration. He remarked, that, notwithstanding 
his deep anxiety in relation to this subject, he 
had confined his proposition to the District of 
Columbia; the inquiry might very naturally be 
made, why he did not embrace the whole United 
States, as far as the States could be embraced; 
for it would be obvious to all, thatany law which 
Congress could pass must be confined to the 
Federal courts and parties therein. It was not 
within the delegation of our powers to legislate 
for the State courts and parties therein. Mr. J. 
said, he had earnestly pursued this subject for 
seven years, while a member of the Senate and 
of this House, and he had used his influence in 
vain in attempting to induce Congress to abol- 
ish imprisonment for debt. His next object was 
to obtain an act of Congress, by which the State 
laws on this subject should govern and control the 
Federal courts in the respective States. Con- 
gress yielded this point; we succeeded; and the 
execution laws of the States govern the Federal 
courts, whether for good or for evil. This placed 
all the States upon State sovereignty and upon 
equality with each other. Kentucky had totally 
exempted her citizens from imprisonment for 
debt, and her law has become the law of the 
Federal Judiciary within her own boundary. Let 
other States do likewise, if they please. This 
humane principle towards debtors was progress- 
ing slowly, but, he hoped, surely; and he would 
be mistaken if the savage principle were not ina 
little time expunged from the code of civilized 
nations. He believed Kentucky had done what 
no other State in the Union had done. She had 
abolished the ca. sa., the only writ which could 
take the body of the debtor. Imprisonment for 
debt was totally and absolutely abolished. There 
was no condition or contingency upon which the 
body of adebtor could be arrested and imprisoned. 
In other States, where this same humane and 
liberal spirit prevailed, he regretted extremely 
to discover that imprisonment for debt was to be 
abolished conditionally, except in cases of fraud, 
not absolutely, as it should be. Mr. J. consid- 
ered that very little had been done where im- 
prisonment was abolished upon this or any other 
condition. The ways and the means would al- 
ways be devised, and will be found out, some 
how, to make the abolition of imprisonment for 
debt nominal, and thus, under the idea of aboli- 
tion, the savage principle is retained in its full 
vigor. He contended for absolute and total abo- 
liion. His own State, the State of Kentucky, 
had acted upon this principle about fourteen 
years, ever since 1821, and the system met with 
universal approbation. Kentucky has not yet 
found the necessity of passing laws against fraud- 
ulent debtors. henever it shall be necessary, 
let the crime and its punishment be defined, and 
made a part of the criminal code, and not a part of 
civil proceedings. He believed he might say with 
truth that, under the present humane system of 
Kentucky, thousands, and tens of thousands, of 
dollars more had been paid in the discharge of debts 
than would have been under the former barbarous 
custom. He said that nomember of the House, 
and no citizen of the United States, could imagine 
the extent of misery and distress which this 
cruel and unreasonable system was now pro- 
ducing :Slowly, but edaitieyly in the several States 
of the Union, although the system was generally 
mild compared with what it had been in former | 








| 


| 


| twelve and a half cents an acre; an 
| which have been offered for sale and remain un- 
'sold more than twenty years and less than 





times, unless he had access to the annual report of 
a benevolent socicty in Boston, which had kindly 
furnished him with their report for the last six 
or seven years. If he had the time, and it was 
in order, he would present facts relative to the 
subject that would make us blush for our free in- 
stitutions in this respect. But to return to his 


| proposition: it was confined to this District. The 
‘citizens of the place had no legislative power. 
Congress had the exclusive legislative jurisdic- 


tion of the District, by a grant of power in the 


Federal Constitution, and he wished the princi- , 
| ple early established in the history of our coun- 
try, that no person should be imprisoned for debt | 


within the ten-miles square. He had no doubt 


(he said) upon his own mind, that stronger reasons | 
could be given for abolishing imprisonment for | 
| debt within the District of Columbia thanany equal 


portion in the United States, arising from the 
nature of the occupations of its inhabitants, the 


| character of the population, the disfranchisement 
of its citizens, aed 

considerations; and a Jaw to abolish imprison- 
| ment for debt would give all parties-—the cred- 
‘itor and the debtor—a notice and a warning | 


other obvious reasons and 


which would be beneficial to all concerned. 
In conclusion he would remark, that he had 
purposely excluded the States, and confined his 


proposition to this District, from a conviction | 
that Congress would not absolutely abolish im- | 
| prisonment for debt; and unless that was done, | 
no law upon that subject could pass without in- 
| jury to his own State, by giving to the Federal 


courts a system of executions less liberal, less 
humane, and less just, than the system now gov- 
erning State and Federal courts within Kentucky. 


He felt bound, therefore, to attempt nothing that | 


| would yr eyes the citizens of his own State, 
while all the States were equally free to adopt her | 
| policy. 


The resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. McKINLEY submitted the following res- 
olution: 2 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 


| be instructed to bring in a bill to reduce the price 
| of the public lands to seventy-five cents an acre; || 
and all lands which have been offered for sale and || 
'remain unsold for more than five, and less than 
| ten years, to fifty cents an acre; and all lands || 


which have been offered for sale and remain un- 
sold for more than tenand less than fifteen years, 
to twenty-five cents an acre; and all lands which 
have been offered for sale and remain unsold for 
more than fifteen and less than twenty years, to 

d all lands 


twenty-five years to six and one fourth cents an 


' acre; and all lands which have been offered for 
| sale and remain unsold for more than twenty-five 


years, to become the property of the States in 


_ which they lie respectively; and gll persons who 


reside on the public land, and Shall have cul- 
tivated any portion thereof for one or more years, 


to have the right of preémption of one quarter 
| section, at the price above 
| to which it may belong in the foregoing scale of 


xed upon, the class 


graduation. 

Mr. WILLIAMS said that there was a bill 
a before the House which embraced the 
principles contained in the resolution. It was a 
subject of great importance. 


the House on the bill; and believing that the dis- 
cussion of the resolution at this time would be 


| time misspent, he moved to lay it on the table; 
bu: he withdrew the motion at the request of 
Mr. McKINLEY, who remarked, that he had 
no objection to Soph ae the consideration of his 
' resolution for t 

The gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. Wit- 

L1AMs] was mistaken in supposing that the sub- 
stance of his motion was embraced in the bill 
He proposed to reduce the price of 
The bill provided for the grad- 
rice of certain lands, The resolu- 
tion would bring the subject before the House in 
It would test and settle the prin- 
ciples and policy of the Government on this im |} the tariff in certain particulars; which, on motion 
portant subject. There was no longer any neces- || of Mr. Pork, was referred to the Committee of 
sity of considering this matter in reference to || Ways and Means. 
So far as any pledges had been made, 
in regard to the public debt and finances, they 


e present, and have it printed. 


referred to. 
all public lands. 
uation of the 


all its aspects. 


revenue. 


__THED-CONGRESIORAL GLOBS. 


He saw no propri- || 
ety in thus prematurely anticipating the action of 
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had been redeemed. The question now was, 
what should be the future settled policy of the 
Government in the disposition of the public lands 
—whether or not the poor and indigent should be 
allowed to purchase homes upon low and reason- 
able terms? His constituents were interested to 
a considerable extent in this matter. He had no 
desire to interfere with the bill which had been 
alluded to, but he trusted the House would have 
no objection to postpone the consideration of his 
motion to a given time—say this day week. 

Mr. WILLIAMS had no wish to forestall any 
discussion of the subject. He was in favor of a 
full and free investigation of it. It must sooner 
or later (and perhaps at the present session) be 
disposed of. His only object was to prevent a 
premature discussion. If we came to a decision 
on the resolution, we must again review the sub- 
ject when the bill shall come up. 

The gentleman from Alabama [Mr. McKry- 
LEY] supposed that, in consequence of the extin- 
guishment of the public debt, some final disposi- 
tion of the subject of the public lards should be s 
made. If the gentleman could prove that we 
should not, in future, want any more revenue, 
| we might act on the subject without fear or trem- 
| bling. The Treasury was said to be full, (although 
the gentleman from Georgia, Mr. Ciayron, had 
indicated a very different opinion,) but, in case 
of war, he would ask if we weuld not be com- 
pelled to look to the public lands as a necessary 
| source of revenue? Senn what other fund could 
|| we so readily rely, as the proceeds of the sales 
of the public domain ? He was decidedly in favor 
_ of the present land system. With a view to brin; 
up the whole subject at the same time, he mana 
to postpone the resolution to the Ist day of Jan- 
uary, (the day fixed for the consideration of the 
bill in relation to the public lands.) 

Mr. CLAY thought it premature to enter into 
| a discussion of the merits of the subject. He 
was in favor of the motion to print, and also that 
the resolution should be postponed for one week. 
If, at the expiration of that time, gentlemen should 
desire a further postponement, the House, if it 
thought proper, could so order. 
| Mr. McKINLEY presumed that gentlemen 
| would be prepared to act on the subject in the 
course of one week. If, however, that should 
not be the case, he would not object to a further 
|| postponement to any reasonable time. 
|| Mr. WILLIAMS had no objection to print the 
|| resolution. He did not wish to be taken by sur- 
| prise on this subject, (he would not, however, 
|| charge the mover of the resolution with any such 
|| intention.) He thought the Istof January would 
|| be the most proper time for the consideration of 
| the subject. ; 
|| Mr. VINTON inquired whether the bill, in re- 
|| lation to the public lands, was in the hands of 
|| the Land Committee, or upon the Speaker’s table ? 
| On being informed that it was in the House, and 
| had been made the special order for the Ist day 
| of January, he suggested to the gentleman from 
| North Carolina [Mr. Wituiams] to vary his 
;| motion so as to refer the resolution to the same 
| Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
| Union to which the bill had been referred. 
|| Mr. WILLIAMS said he heartily acquiesced 
| in the suggestion just made; and, thus modified, 
| his motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter 
from the Secretary of War, inclosing, in pursu- 
ance of a resolution, a report and documents in 
| relation to the expenditures heretofore made for 
| objects of internal improvements; which, on 
| motion of Mr. Brices, was laid on the table. 
| The SPEAKER laid before the House a report 
| from the Secretary of the Treasury, made pur- 
| suant to a resolution, specifying the aggregate 
/ amount of revenue collected on imported mer- 
| chandise, tonnage, &c., in each tate of the 
| Union, for the year 1833; which was laid on the 

table. 
| The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 
/ communication from the Secretary of the Treas- 
1 ury, in response to a resolution of the House, in 
| relation to the effect, &c., of the modification of 

















} On ae of Mr. WARD, the House then 
|| adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, December 12, 1834. 

Petitions and memorials were presented by— 

Mr. HALL, of Maine; 

Meesrs. GORHAM and PHILLIPS, of Mas- 
sachusetts; 

Mr. ALLEN, of Vermont; 

Messrs. WHITE, WARD, ADAMS, TUR- 
RILL, and WARDWELL, of New York; 

Mr. HEATH, of Maryland; 

Messrs. PATTON, CHINN, TAYLOR, 
LOYALL, WILSON, MASON, andGORDON, 
of Vireinia: 

Mr. GAMBLE, of Georgia; 

Messrs. JOHNSON and CHILTON, of Ken- 
tucky; 

Mr. LEA, of Tennessee; 

Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana; 

Mer. LYON, of Michigan; 

Mr. WHIUITE, of Florida; 

Myr. LANE, of Indiana; 

Which memorials and petitions were appro- 
priately referred 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Kentucky, from the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, reported a bill allow- 
ing further time for issuing and locating ceftain 
military land warrants; which was read twice, 
und ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
time. 

Mr. THOMSON, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, reported a joint resolution in relation 
to the location of the Baldmore and Ohio rail- 
ruad, in the vicinity of Harper’s Ferry; which 
was read twice, and, after some explanations by 
Messrs. ‘THOMSON, MERCER, and McKIM, 
postponed to Monday. 

Mr. BUNCH, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Thomas 
Buford; which was read twice and committed. 


RESOLUTIONS. 
The resolution submitted vesterday by Mr. 


Burces was taken up,and its further considera- 
tion postponed till Monday next. 


The following resolution, submitted yesterday 
by Mr. MeKenwnan, was taken up: 


‘Resolved, Thatthe Secretary of War be directed | 


to transmit to this House any communication he 
may have received from the commissioners ap- 
pointed by the States of Maryland, Pennsylvania, 
and Virginia, to receive portions of the Cumber- 
land road within the limits of those States respect- 
ively, and to erect toll-gates thereon, and to 
furnish an estimate of the amount of money which 
miay be necessary to complete the repairs of the 
said road, agreeably to the requisition of the laws 
of said States, which have received the assent of 
Coneress. Also,that he inform the House what 
is the condition of the masonry on the road, how 
many inches of metal have been put on that part 
of it which has been located anew, under the act 
of Congress, and upon that part of it which hes 
between the Monongahela and Ohiorivers. And 
also what depth of metal is, in his opinion, neces- 
sary to make a permanent and substantial road 
upon the plan which has been adopted in its repair 
by the Department. 

Mr. McK. submitted the following as a modi- 
fication of his resolution; which was agreed to; 
and thus modified, the resolution was adopted: 

** And also, that he farnish this House with a 
copy of the mstructions which were given by the 
Department to the Superintendent, as the manner 
in which the repairs upon that road should be 
made.’ 

The following resolution, submitted yesterday 
by Mr. Witttams, was taken up: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be directed to communicate to this House the 
number of land offices and land districts in the 
United States; the time when they were estab- 
lished respectively; the quantity of land sold, or 
remaining unsold; and the amount of money 
received in cach district; and the expense of keep- 
ing up the land system in each State where it 
exists. F 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, meved to 
amend the proposition by adding the words, * and 
Lerritories,’’ after the word ** State;’? which was 
agreed to; when the resolution was adopted, 


= ————— 
Ona motion of Mr. VINTON, it was ordered, | 
that when the Elouse adjourns it will adjourn to | 


mect on Monday next. 

Mr. PEARCE, of Rhode Island, offered the 
following resolution; which, under the rule of the 
House, lies one day on the table: 

Resolved, Tliat the Secretary of Warbe directed 
to communicate to this House the report of Cal- 
ender Irvine, commissary general of purchases, 
made in October or November, 1820, upon the 
claim of David Cooke, of Philadelphia, for money 
furnished by said Cooke for powder furnished by 


| the authority of the United States. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


On motion of Mr. WARDWELL, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee ¢,, Commerce 
be instructed to inquire inte the expediency of 
providing by law for the erection of a light-house 
at Big Sandy creek, in Lake Ontario, county of 
Jefferson, and State of New York. 

On motion of Mr. HAZELTINE, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE: - 


instructed to inquire into the expediency of mak- | 
ing an appropriation for a beacon light at Silver | 


Creek harbor, on Lake Erie, in the State of New 
York, and that the petition and papers relative to 
the same, presented at the last session of the last 
Congress, be again referred to said committee. 


On motion of Mr. ADAMS, of New York, it | 


was 

Resolved, That the Committec on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
extending in all cases, to parties in suits, com- 
menced in the circuit courts of the United States, 
or in any district court having jurisdiction of a 
circuit court, where rights claimed under patents 


issued under law of the United States shall come | 
in question, the right to a writ of error orappeal. | 


On motion of Mr. GALBRAITH, it was 


Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Commerce be | 


instructed to inquire into the expediency of es- 


tablishing a port of entry at Olean Point, on the | 


AMeghany river, in the State of New York. 
On motion of Mr. MERCER, it was 


Resolved, That so much of the President’s || 
message at the opening of the present session of | 


Congress as relates to the subject of internal im- 


| Rroaeeneet. be referred to the Committee on 


Roads and Canals. 


On motion of Mr. SPEIGHT, it was 
Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce 





be instructed to inquire into the expediency of | 


making an appropriation for the erection of a |! 


custom-house in the town of Newbern, North | 


Carolina. 


On motion of Mr. PINCKNEY, it was 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 


| be instructed to inquire into the expediency of | 
purchasing the building in the city of Charleston, | 


recently occupied as a banking-house by the | 
Bank of South Carolina, to be used as a Federal | 


court-house; and that they also inquire into the 


expediency of increasing the compensation of the | 


United States Attorney for the district of South | 


Carolina. 


On motion of Mr. BEATY, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of changing the present mail 
route, leading from Williamsburg, Whitley coun- 
ty, to London, Laurel county, Kentucky, so as 
to pass through Portageville, at the mouth of 
Laurel, in the said county of Whitley. 


On motion of Mr. HAWES, it was 
Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of mak- 
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from the town of Monroe, via Locust Shade, in 
Overton county, Tennessee, Celina, in Jackson 
county, Tennessee, and by Garret Moore’s, Ten. 
nessee, to Tompkinsville, Kentucky. 

On motion of Mr. PATTERSON, it was 

Resolved, That the petitions referred at the last 
session of Congress to the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, praying for the construction of a 
road from Lower Sandusky to the boundsry sine 
established at the treaty of Greenville, be acain 
referred to the said cSmmittee, and that they be 
instructed to inqufre into the expediency of rmakk- 
in’ {he same. 

Ou motion of Mr. MURPHY, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 
Means be instructed to inquire what farther ap- 
propriation may be necessary to complete the 
improvement of the Choctaw Pass, in the harbor 
of Mobile. 


Mr. LEWIS submitted the following resolu- 
tions: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
authorizing any settler on lands reserved by the 
Government in obedience to Indian-treaties, or 
otherwise, who settled such lands before such re- 
servation was selected, and who, by reason of 
such reservation, was deprived of the benefits of 
the preémption law of 1834, to enter, with the 
proper officer in said land district, two quarter 
sections of any public lands in such district, at 


| the price of twenty-five cents per acre. 


Resolved, That said committee further inquire 


into the expediency of authorizing any person 
a 


who has cultivated or improved public lands, in 
the year 1834, to enter not exceeding two quar- 


_ ter sections of any public lands in his respective 


land district, by paying to the proper officer fifty 
cents per acre for such land, within twelve months 
from the 4th of March next: Provided, Such in- 
dividual shall designate said lands before the re- 
gister of the proper land office by the Ist day of 
June next. 

Resolved, That said committee further inquire 
into the expediency of authorizing any citizen of 
the United States, making oath that it is his in- 
tention to settle any portion of the public lands, 
and who shall actually settle and improve the 
same for one year, at the end of such period to 
enter not exceeding two quarter sections, by pay- 
ing into the land office fifty cents per acre, if such 
public lands have been offered for public sale 
within five years, and still remain unsold, and 
twenty-five cents per acre, in case said lands have 
been offered for public sale, and have remained un- 
sold for a longer period than five years. 

Mr. WILLIAMS said, that the whole subject 
embraced in the resolutions was already referred 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and made the special order for the first of 
January. He hoped, therefore, that the mover 
would consent to have his resolutions similarly 
committed. 

Mr. LEWIS said, he had presented a mere 
matter of inquiry, which he hoped would be per- 
mitted to take the usual course. He preferred 
that the subject should go to the Committee on 


| Public Lands. 


Mr. MERCER called for a division of the ques- 
tion upon the adoption of the resolutions. ~ 
Mr. CLAY could see no objection to theadop- 


| tion of the resolutions. A new practice, itseemed, 


ing Morgantown, on Green river, in the county | 
of Butler, and State of Kentucky, a port of en- 


try. 


On motion of Mr. LYON, of Kentucky, it 
was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary | 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expe- | 


diency of establishing an agency for paying pen- 
sions, south of Green river, in the State of Ken- 
tucky. 


On motion of Mr. PEYTON, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post 


Office and Post Roads be instructed to inquire 


into the expediency of establishing a post route | 


was attempted, by referring everything regarding 
the public lands broadly to the Committee of the 


Whole. He objected to such a course, unless the 


House should first abolish the Committee on 
Public Lands. He did not understand the motive 
which seemed to govern gentlemen in this par- 
ticular. This was certainly not the place for this 
subject to be first examined and discussed. It 
was unusual, and he hoped that the resolutions of 
his colleague would be adopted. 

Mr. CHILTON viewed the subject as one of 
great importance. He was opposed to the adop- 
tion of the resolutions. If gentlemen were pre- 
pared to surrender the public domain, the propo- 
sition of the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. 
Lewis] would be found a very convenient step- 
poe ree He owed it to his constituents and 


1is country to oppose with might and main every 
nieasure of the kind. He was not opposed to the 
honest occupant, but he objected to the practice 











